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tablishment of this industry loeally, and
the time bhas arrived when the commis-
sioner eould with henefit, not only to the
froit growers but also to the people of
the State as a whole, devote attention to
the drving, canning and preserving of
fruit. T would like to impress upon that
official also, through my remarks in the
House, Ihe necessity for coping with the
most dreaded pest which has ever infested
the orchards of Western Australia, I
refer to the fruit fly. Recently there was
an oulbreak of codlin moth in the or-
chards of Katanning, and it is indeed a
tribute to the good work of the eommnis-
signer and his staff that they were able
to check that outhreak as they did
Though the codlin moth is a most serious
pest in the orchard, we have ynfortunately
a far more serious one in the fruoit fly.
The people of Western Aunstralin gener-
ally do not recognise the ravages it is
eausing in eur orchards. T have seen whole
orchards—ecerlainly not very large oles—
ahsolutely devastated through the ravages
of the fruit fly, It has been necessary Lo
strip every single fruit off the trees, and
not one was fit to send to market. So far
the departmental officials have heen able
to cope with it only by adopting the very
primitive method of putting kerosene in
traps or sancers or something of the kind.
If i{he eowmissioner and his staff re-
doubled their energies it might be the
means of saving many thousands of
pounds to the fruit growers of Western
Australia. May I now ask, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. for permission te continue my
reinarks at the next sitting of the House?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tt is not
possible for me to grant permission to
the hon. member, hut if it is the desire
of the House that the hon. member he
miven such leave it is solely in the hands
of the House to grant if, but a motion to
that effect will be necessary.

The PREMIER: Tt is not usnal, on
the opening day, to sit after the tea hour.
Therefore I move—

That the hon. member be given leave
to conlinue his remarks al the next sit-
ting of the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will that be on
Thursday or on Tuesday next?

The PREMIER: On Thursday.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not make it
Tuesday?

Motion (leave to continue) passed; the
debate adjourned.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF

COMMITTEES,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The

Speaker desires me to announee that he
has nominated the members for Coolgardie
(Mr. MeDowall), Albany (Mr. Price),
and Kimberley (Mr. Male), as temporary
CGhairmen of Committees for the session.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECGIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan}
moved—

That the House al its rising do ad-
Journ until 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, the
2nd July. '

Question passed.

House adjourned at 6.16 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Education Department for the year
1913. 2, Amendment to the Regulations
under the Mining Act, 1904 (regulations
relating to fees for vold dealers’ licenses
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to banks). 3, Amendment to regulations
and sehedule nunder Workers’ Homes Aet,
1911, and Workers’ Homes Ael Amend-
ment Aet, 1912,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY sessional committees were ap-
pointed as follow:—

Standing Orders Committee—The Pre-
gident, the Chairman of Committees, the
Hon. D, G. Gawler, Hon. H. P. Cole-
bateh, and the mover,

Library Committee — The President,
Hon. W, Kingsmill, Hon. J. E. Dodd.

House Committee—The President, Hon.
Sir E. H. Wittenoom, Hon, A. G. Jenkins,
Hon. J. Cornell, and Hon. R. J. Lynn.

Printing Committee—The President,
Hon, R. &. Ardagh, and Hon. A.
Sanderson.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day,

Dehate resumed from the previgus day,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East):
While | am not able to adopt in ils en-
tirety (lie suggestion of the Hon. Mr.
Corncll 1hat the ITouse should pass at
onece all the measures submitted by the
Government in order that we may com-
plete our business within a fortnight, I
am just as anxious as he, or any other
wember may be, thal there should be no
undue waste of public time or of the
time of hon. members. With that end in
view | propose to make my remarks as
brief as the importance of the different
questions that T feel it my duty to touch
upon will permit. But hefore plunging
into the subject matter of my speech, I
do feel impelled to make one or two con-
gratulatorvy remarks in regard to the
mover of the motion for the adoption of
the Addvess-in-reply. I feel that it is
not an undue compliment to say that the
Speech was admirably conceived, and de-
livered in a way which the Hounse cannot
do other than appreciate. Though I can-
not nceord altogether the same compli-

went to the seconder of the motion, whom
I am sorry to see is not in his place
today, I do not intend to vrebuke
him, It did seem to me just a little
illogical that he should start out by say-
ing that it was not customary for new
members in making their maiden speech
to be interrupted during their remarks,
and follow this up by a violent assanlt
upon a new member who had not
spoken at all. I refer to this
question only with a desire to tell the
new member who was aftacked on that
oceasion that had he known the Hon.
Mr. Cornell he would not have resented
Mr. Cornell's attack. There are iwo
reasons why none of us who know the
Hon. Mr. Cornell ever resent the attack
he makes npon us. First of all, we know
that behind these attacks there is not the
faintest suggestion of malice, and see-
ondly we know that his attacks are always
very easy to answer. The first thing that
strikes one in regard to the Speech de-
livered by His Excelleney the Governor,
is its Inordinate length. Ome can only
suppose that it has been made so lengthy,
that it deals with such a mass of un-
interesting defail, because of the decision
of the Premier to depart from the usual
custom of making a pre-sessionnl speech.
Apparently the Governor's Speech is in-
tended to serve both purposes. That
may be a very happy method of doing
things from the point of view of the
Premier, but I doubt very much whether
it adds to the interest of the proceedings
in regard fo the opening of Parliament,
That, however, is a matter which is not of
sulficient importance for me to occupy
the time of the Chamber with in dis-
cossing.  Omne of the first items men-
tioned in the Governor's Speech is that
of workers’ homes. We were told vester-
day that there was “nothing too good for
ihe worker.” Tt was for that reason that
T, in disenssing the workers’ homes pro-
posal some year or two ago, insisted upon
the merils of freehold as against those of
leasehold, beeanse T do not think that
the leasehold home is good encugh for
the worker or for anybody else. It was
ouly in regard to the leasehold application
of these workers’ homes that T ever eriti-
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cised the proposal for a moment. 1
attacked the whole proposal as it con-
cerned leasehold workers’ homes, and my
attitude has since been epdorsed by what
has followed. I should like to point out
that special inducements are held out to
workers to take homes under the lease-
lold instead of under the freehold system.
In the first place it is put hefore them
that this is part of their party platform.
In the second place they are given accom-
modation at one per cent, less interest than
if they ecame in under the freehold system,
Therefore, they have an opportunity of
advancing their party platform;, and at

the same time of saving their one
per- cent, interest. Now, it might
be that with these fwo speecial in-

ducements there wowld be an overwhelm-
ing attraction to people who wanted work-
ers’ homes to apply for them under the
leasehold conditions. But, T find that ex-
actly the contrary is the case. I have
taken the trouble to find out the proportion
of leasehold and freelicld applications
which have been approved up to the pre-
sent date. I find that the frechold appli-
cations number 1,169, armsounling in money
to £440,875. The leasehold, notwithstand-
ing that these are in aceordance with the
political opinions of the parly, notwith-
standing that those who take on any lease-
hold home get their money one per cent.
cheaper than the freeholders, notwith-
sianding all these considerations, we find
that nnder leasehold there are only 223
applieations amounling in money to
£105,921. -

Hon, J. Cornell: Is it noi a faet that
the Governmen| eannot get sniiable land?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: It will thus
he seen that the applieations approved
under freehold are in the proportion of
five to one as compared with those ap-
proved under leasehold. I do not intend
to deal with the matter at any length as
T prefer to have hefore me the report of
the hoard before indulging in further eri-
ticistn, There is one point that T would
like to place before the consideration of
hon. members. The average eost per house
for freeholders is £400, and the lowest
monthly payments, provided he is pre-

pared to spread the payments over the
maximum period of years, namely, 30
years, is 48s. On (he other hand, under
the leasehold system the average eost to
the householder is £475, and the lowest
monthly payment, extending by way of
house rent over 30 years, is 51s. It is thus
apparent that the leaseholder must go in
for a betier einss of honse than the free-
lolder, T am not at all sare what the rea-
son for that may be, whether it is due to
the fact that be does not have to provide
any capital or that he takes less risk, Tt
is, however, quife clear that the leaseholder
gets his money one per cent. cheaper than
the freeholder, although he provides no
seaitrily of his own, The freeholder, how-
ever, does provide security, and it is quite
possible Lhat the freeholder is more
anxious than the leaseholder to confine
himsell tr a home that he will be able
to pay for. Tt does appear to me in
view of Lhe difference in these monthly
payments for workers’ homes that one of
two things wust be happeniong, either the
workers must be in a wonderful state of
prosperity (and [ wish T thought that
this was actually the case) or else the pro-
visions of the \Workers’ Homes Act are
being availed of very largely by a different
vlass of people from (hose whom they were
inlended to benefit. However, as T said
al the outset, | am prepared (o await the
report of ihe board before saying much
more in regard to this matter. It has
been Lrought under my attention that re-
gently the board has ahsclutely refused to
advance money for the purpose of en-
abling pecple to buy the howmes that they
al present live in. T do not know what
reason fhere could be for that refusal.
It is not a question of security. The board
have not advaneed that question at all.
They have simply written to applieants,
and refused even inspections. They say
it 15 the poliey of the hoard not to grant
any further money to people desirous of
buying homes alrendy erected. If they
demanded suflicient security, T would en-
lirely agree with them. But they do not
raise that, and T should be glad to be in-
formed on what principle the hoard is
acting when it refuses, even in the face
of ample security, to grant people ad-
vances in order to purchase homes that
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they have already erected, and in which
they are already living.

Member: Perbaps ihe price is ioo high.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH : T say the
question of securily or of price is not
raised, A man sends down his applica-
tion and says, “I am living in a house that
is worth £400 or £300, and I am prepared
to find £100 of the amount, and 1 want
you to find the balance.” The board do
not even inguire as to whether his state-
ments and valuation are correet. They
say, ‘“No; it is not the poliey of tiie board
to grani any farther applications to peo-
ple desirous of purchasing homes already
erected.”” There may be some good ex-
planaiten for it, and, if so, I hope it will
be published in the report of the board.
No question of price, or frontage, or value
has ever bheen raised. To my knowledge,
one place was on half an acre of land. It
has heen staled as the poliey of the hoard,
not to advance for that purpose. The
nexi matter dealt with in the Governor's
Speech is the agricultural position, and,
of course, it is very gratifving to all of
us to know that the vield last year was so
great az it was, Bul we must not overlook
the fact that many people were very un-
fortunate and are still suffering severe
bardships; and. if we look at the posifion
eritically, we shall find that it i= just these
people whe are suffering these hardships,
wha have heen picked oul for additional
burdens by lhe Government of the day.
It is just the people along the dry eastern
areas who have to pay that abnormal water
rale and the exira charge for water, and
it is just the people farming at a consider-
able distance from their markets who feel
most heavily the inerease of the eost of
ferlilisers; and it is {he new setilers who
feel mosl heavily the removal of the cheap
freigits for breeding stock and things of
that kind. But I do not intend to dwell
upon lhat point further than to remark
on the different attitude {aken up by the
Premier in regard to the inerease of the
fertiliser freights and the increase of coul
freights. Deputations were asked for in
both instances. The deputation with re-
gard to ile conl freights came from the
coal miners, from the political supporters
of the Government; and it was not only
readily received, but the proposed increase
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was for the time heing abandoned and a
Royal Commission was appointed to in-
quire into the condition of the industry
and see whether it would stand the in-
creased freights. Bui when the farmers
requested that a deputation should be
heard in order that they might place be-
fore the Premier the condition of their
industry, he did not suspend the inereases,
lie did not appoint a Royal Commission
to inquire whether the agrienltural indus-
try was in a position to stand the exfra
impost at 1he present time, Ie absolutely
refused Lo receive the deputation or listen
to the arguments in any way whatever.
Reference is made in the Speech to the
profitable conduet of the Perth tramway
enlerprise during the past twelve months,
and irn seconding ihe motion for the
adoplion of the Address-in-reply the
hon, Mr. Cornell taunted me with the
position that T had taken up in regard lo
this parlicular purehase; and 1 noiice in
another place a supporler of the Govern-
meunt tells lhe publie that these trnmways
during (he past twelve montlhis have made
the wonderful profit of £20,000. Fe ar-
rives at (hat profit by selting the interest
and sinking fnnd figures somewhat lower
than (hey actnally are, and by eliminating
altogether any allowance whatever for de-
preeiation, T think anvbody who knows
the eundifion in which the Perth {ramways
were taken over, will agree with me when
I say (hai about 10 per cent. ought to be
the least amount that any prudent bnsi-
ness man would nllow for depreciation in
a coneern of that kind. So that, regarded
on that basis, and even admiiling Ihat {he
heavy snm paid for goodwill need not
carry depreciation, it will he easily seen
that, instead of making a profit of
£20,000 Auring the past year, the tramways
have acltvally been operated at a loss. At
any rale. 1 am not in any way ashamed
of the altitude T took np in the matier, T am
only sorry that T was not snecessful, that
the Lhree-quariers of a millicn of money
that has been spent, or is at present heing
spent, merely in transferring a public ser-
viee from one ownership to the other—-
with no apparent profit to the users, with-
out giving employment to anybody—that
three-quarters of a million was not de-
voted to public works in different paris
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of this State where they are so badly
nesded, My friend, Mr. Cornell, directly
after louching on this act of the Gov-
ernment in purchasing the Perth tram-
ways, staried talking about centrali-
sation. To my mind, that is almost the
first specific act of centralisation that ean
be charged against any Government in
Western Australia, That, to my mind,
is the only time when a huge sum of
money has been spent for ne good pur-
pose in the City, whilst it was urgently
required all over the country.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do vou eall the owner-
ship ef public atilities, eentralisation?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: XNot ai all,
The other purposes on which the money
would have been spent, would have heen
public utilities also. If hon. members
turn to page 7 of the Monthy Statistical
Abstract, they will see how the 2734 mil-
lions of Loan meney expended up Lo
June 30th of last vear has been applied,
and from Lhat they will be able to draw
their own conclusions as lo whether ali
this talk about cenlralisation is not. for
the most part, wild talk indeed. Filteen
and a quarter millions have been spent
on railways and tramways, and none of
that expenditure—with the exception of
the item that I have already referred tu
——can be described as being in the nature
of centralisation. Three millions has heen
spent on harbours; and if, as is probably
the ease, a large proportion of the amount
has lLeen spent on the Frewauntle har-
bour, I think we must all agree that that
is not in Lhe interests of Lhe citizens of
Fremantle, but in the interests of the
community at large, and in the interesis
of the producers who want to reach their
markets in the old world as cheaply as
possible. A great deal more money will
have to be spent on Iremantle and ai
our ofther harbours before they can he
considered altogether effieient. Then.
nearly four millions has been spent ou
water supply; and probably there is no
other portion of the State worse provided
for in the matter of water supply than
is the City of Perth itself. There is no
cenlralisation about that. A million and
a quarter has been spent on the develop-
ment of the goldfields; probably not
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enough, but certainly not centralising ex-
penditure. Two and a half millions have

been spent on the development of agri-
culture, and so you find that practically
the whole of the locan money has been
spent in developing industries in all paris
of this State; and when people talk about
centralisation in Western Australin, T
should like them to point to any other
community in the world, with so small a
population, that has reached out so far
and tried so hard to give a chance to
every industry in the State, wherever it
may be sitnated. Then we have a refer-
ence in the Speech fo the mining indus-
try. 1 am quite willing that the Govern-
ment should take credit for every good
thing that happens in the State, and T
only wish them to take the hlame of a
few of the bad things that happen. Now,
the increase in the gold yield of 1913
over the previous year was 31,335 ounces,
and a very large proportion of it was
contributed by the Yilgarn flield. I had
with me a little pamphlet dealing par-
ticularly with this inevease in the Yilgare
vield, but T have mislaid the pamphlet:
and I should be personally obliged if
some of the members representing that
provinee, my friend Mr. Kirwan for in-
slance, would place the partieulars of
that field before the House. It wonld he
to the public interest. However, as a mat-
ter of facl, so far as the mining industry
is coneerned, we find that although there
was this very gratifving increase in 1913
over the previous vear, the returns for
the first five months of 1914 are not orly
lower than the vield for the corresponding
period of lasl year, but the lowest for the
first five months of any year since Lhe
early history of the goldfields. Now, 1
for one de not believe thal this ought lo
happen. I do not think our goldfields are
played out. T think that it is largely due
to the fact that our goldfields are not cet-
ting a chance. 1 am not going to blame
the Government in particular for this,
but I do feel that industrial conditions
have been buposed upon those why arve
endeavouring to develop our goldlields,
which are not making for the interests
of the State or even for the interesis of
the men employed.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What wenld yon
do to improve the gold yield?

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH : Better the
industrial conditions, bring about zondi-
tions under which people would be more
inelined to invest their capital in our
goldfields,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Decrease wages?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Not at ail,
We remember that some time ago the
Arbitration Court made an award—a good
many years ago—covering the wages for
the Kalgoorlie goldfields,  They were
wood wages, based on the faet that these
mines were highly productive and able
to pay a good wage; and the Court, T
think inadvisedly, then ordered that for
distriels remote from Kalgoorlie the wuge
should increase in proportion to the winn-
ber of miles that the mine was sitnated
from Kalgoorlie. Tn that instanee ! do
not think sufficient attention was paid to
the ability of these mines to pay the
higher wages. Generally spenking. they
were mines of lower grade than these
on the Kalgoorlie fleld. But the particu-
lar industrial embavrassments that [ in-
tend to refer to now are not those im-
posed by the Axbitration Court. I sup-
pose all hon. members have read the ae-
count that appeared in the paper a few
davs ago of the strike at 1he Youanmi
mine, and this was nol a matter of re-
ducing wages. What happened in ‘his
case was that the manager of the mine,
for the purpose of development and in
order that he could keep a large number
of men in employment, was anxious fu
proceed rapidly with the sinking of a
shaft, and that he gave a contract to
twelve wmen to sink this shaft. T am n-
formed—T think not misinformed—that
one of the eonditions of this contraet, as
has heen the ease for years past with
nearly every contraect let on the gold-
fields, was that the men should be able o
earn in the specified time not less than
the standard rate of wages. In other
words that the men took no risk. If ihe
work that they did by the piece rale of
pay did not come up to the standard rate
of wages, the mine would take the risk
and pay the standard rate of wages never-
theless. But, ns a matter of fact, instead

of earning the standard rate, these men
earned a wage of 27s, per day per man.
Therefore it was not a case of cufting
down wages at all. Then the union
stepped in and ordered these men, who
were unionists, to abandon their eontraet.
1 do not know why. I do not know
whether Lthey objected to their making
so big a wage, or whether it was that,
this Chamber having refused to sanction
an Agt of Parliament abelishing contract
work, the union thought that it would
do the job itself, or whether it was that
these men, in earning this 27s. per day,
were somewhat refleeting upon the amount
of work done by other men in the mine.
I do not know what the reason was, but
the union ordered these men fo cease
their contract work. The men refused.
The union then dismissed them from the
union, in complete and absolute violalion:
of the Arbitration Act. The men still
persisted in their work. The unionists
then went on strike. The men still per-
sisted in their work, The unionists then
arranged that ihe storekeepers in the
town should not be nllowed to supply
these men wilh provisions. Those of the
conitractors who were living in boarding
houses were expelled from their boarding
houses, and subsequently—this is o state-
ment that is made, a sworn statement that
has been made—the wife of one of these
contractors was called upon and given a
certain period of notice within which to
leave the town and the district, Ulti-
mately they did leave the town and dis-
trict nnder threats from the union. Some
of them were sent t¢ Sandstone and dir-
ectly they started in the employment of
one of the mining eompanies there, the
same process of threats and intimidation
was indulged in. Those are the condi-
tions that make it impossible to develop
the mining industry.

Hon, J. Cornell; Has the hon. member
read the seeretary’s statement in the West
Australian?

Hon, H, P. COLEBATCH: I have
read the whole of if, but I also know that
the statements to which I have referred
were the sworn statemenils of the people
concerned,
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Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Aection is being taken and the mat-
ter is sub judice,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: T am
pleased to hear that, but I venture to say
that we should have some means of know-
ing what is being done. This union has
obviously commifted an offence against
the Arbitration Aet., I do not care
whether ihe Government see fit to prose-
cufe these people under the Arbitration
Act; we know well what will happen if
that is done. Probably the men will be
fined a paltry £1 or £2, and if the union
is fined the fine will be totally or partially
remitted, and there will be no punishment.
In a case like this T do not think the
people concerned should be proceeded
against as semi-political offenders un-
der a discredited statute; lhey should
be prosecuted as eriminals under com-
mon law., While such things are al-
lowed to continue, we shall drive capi-
tal from the country and we eannot ex-

pect our industries to flourish. The next
matter referred to in the Governor's
Speech is the State sawmills, Mr, Cor-

nell has seen fit lo denounce the Federal
Gavernment. for cauncelling the contract
entered into with the State Government
for the supply of powellised sleepers.
What are the facts? The original con-
tract was fixed up in, T might almost say,
a secret manner between the Federal and
the State Governmenis in August, 1912.
It was a contract for the supply of
1,400,000 powellised karri sleepers, and
delivery was to start in June, 1913. By
April., 1914, there were to be delivered
238,000 sleepers, and thereafter the de-
livery was to be at the rate of 60,000
monihly, At the request of the State
Premier the time for the first delivery
was extended from June, 1913, to No-
vember, 1913, and in November 1913, the
Federal (lovernment called the attention
of the State Government to the necessity
for prompt delivery in accordance with
the contract,  The State Premier then
applied for a further extension on the
ground that the construction of the works
had been delayed by exceptionally wet
weather. As a matter of fact that was
not a valid excuse, because the meteoro-

logical reports showed that the winter had
not been an exceptionally wet one. The
Premier allogether failed to take into ac-
count the heavy rains which always
fall in this portion of the State, and he
prepared his Estimates as if the rain was
te be withheld in order that the Govern-
ment might carry out these works. On
the 18th December, 1913, the Premier
wired to the Prime Minister that it was
unfortunately quite impossible to fulfil
the terms of the contraet as to delivery.
The Premier himself admitted that he
could not carry out the econtract. What
would any business man have done in
such cireumstances?  Surely the Prime
Minister, in cancelling the contraet, and
offering to enter into another, such as
the Stalce Government eould carry out, did
the only reasonable and sensible thing.
1t has been said, however, that the action
of the Federal Government was taken
to discredil and embarrass the State Gor
ernment, That is an absurd suggest’ ..
If they had wanted to do so, all the ed-
eral Government needed to do was  fur-
ther extend the time and let ¢ . State
Grovernment go on until they f ad them-
selves in a position of e arrassment
that they could not get o of. On (heir
own evidenee the Stat~ overnment un-
dertook a mont™! -very of sleepers in
excess of 1h apacity of their plant.
When the Prime Minister cancelled the
contract, and offered to enter into a new
one, and made no stipulation as to what
it should be, owr Premier, in what I can
only describe as a childish and petulant
spirit, sought to retaliate by revoking the
timber hewers’ licenses. Mr. Cornell ad-
mitled yesterday that it was an aet of
retaliation. Surely no more foolish act
could he imagined, bnt the revoeation was
cancelled because a deputation of the
friends of the party eame along and
asked that this shouid be done. In this
petulant spirit of retaliation against the
Prime Minister, the Premier discovered
that he had only hit his own friends, and
he was compelled to go back on the atti-
tude he took up. Then the Premier went
to Sydney and agreed to a tentative
agreement for the supply of 500,000 karri
sleepers, 75,000 to be delivered by the
end of June, 1014, and the balance at the
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rate of 50,000 a month. There were also
to be delivered 500,000 jarrah sleepers at
the rate of 30,000 a month. On the 14th
February of this year the Premier, speak-
ing af a public meeting in Perth, said
that the State sawmills could supply
72,000 sleepers monthly. Two or three
days later the manager of the State saw-
mills, Mr. Properjoha, told the Royal
Commission, whieh was taking evidence in
Perth, that the maximum capacity of the
wills was 53,000 sleepers per month. It
was apparent that when the Premier sub-
mitted his new agreement to Lhe Prime
Minister. he was acting on the estimate
of Mr. Properjohn that he could supply
53.000 sleepers monthly, but after he
came baeck to the State he found that even
thal estimate eouwld not be earried out at
the price quoted, and he wanled o eut
down the supply to 30.000. I under-
stand that {he agreement is now likely to
he settle] wilh satisfaction to beth par-
ties, but the House and the eounirv are
entitled to all the information al the dis-
posil of the Government, We know that
there was another secret agreement en-
tered into with the Powellising Company,
that they should supply one million
powellised sieepers. and we are entitled
to know swhether there was a provision
for a penalty in the event of the contract
not being fulfilled, and whether 1he fail-
ure of the Powellising (‘ompany had any-
thing to do with the failure of the
Stale  Government to keep their
contract  with  the Federal Govern-
ment, a failure which we, as n State, have
every reason (o be ashamed of. We
should he able to keep the contracts we
enter into, and it is not creditable to the
conntry that the Premier should go abount
making bargains and then asking for ex-
tensions of time in order to keep the ar-
rangements made. [ hope that the old
spirit of petulance in regard to the hew-
ers' licenses will not be renewed, and that
g0 far as the supply of jarrah sleepers
for the Transcontinental Railway is con-
cerned, if the Government fail to re-
ceive n contract they will throw no oh-
stacle in the way of privale people carry-
ing out the work, so {hat Western Ans-
tralia may derive the advantage.

Hon. J. Cornell: We are not prepared
to allow concessions for eutting on Crown
lands.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I am sorry
I have not with me a publieation I was
reading a day or two ago, and which was
issued only lasl vear by the Minister for
Luands. Mr. Bath. 'This publication held
out, as one of the indueemenis to people
to come heve, the faet that there were
millions of arres of Crown lands covered
with splendid jarrah timber waiting lo
be develeped, Tf the Government do not
get the contraet for the supply of jarrah
sleepers, 1 hope they will throw no ob-
stacle in the way of other people seenring
it. so that the Stale may sceure the ad-
vantage., With regard (o the State trading
coneerns, there was published the other
day the balance sheet of the huichers’
shops, but in that there was no statement
of ihe amount of sicelk on hand at the
beginning or at the enrl of the period. It
was suggested that the working of the
(iovernment meat shops meant that 1,500
people got cheap meal, whilst the whole
population of 300,000 odd people had fo

pay for it. That is, apparently what
i= 1aking place, To-day, [ believe,
there has Dbeen an advance in the
price of meat, se that, whatever

infention the Govermment might have
lad in reducing the price of meal Lo the
community in general, that intention has
not heen realised. Of the State steamers
we are heartily tired. Their revenue for
the expired eleven months amounted to
£57,800, and the actuni expenditure was
£68,013. a loss of over £11,000 on working
alone, These figures do not include the
large amount whieh was spent on the
“Western Australia®® for repairs at Syd-
ney, and do not inelude over £3,000 paid
in interest. Neither do they include depre-
eiation which should be set down at not less
than £13,000. e were told that in this
vear the Stale steamers would be making
a great profit, whereas they have actually
cost the State no less than abount £30,000,
So far as the gzeneral principles of State
trading are coneerned, I am not opposed
1o State lrading, so long as it is con-
fined to public monopolies, but directly
von venture into a competitive business
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you will get into trouble, and all the State
concerns which the present Government
have entered into are in trouble already,
and the position will not be altered until

another Government comes along with
courage enough to stop them. There is

ample scope for the Government in re-
gard to public monopolies, but there is
no need whatever to embark in competi-
tive irading enterprises, They should be
left to those with a more intimate know-
tedge of irade detail. So far as harbour
mprovements are concerned, T heartily
approve of what has been suggested, with
the reservation ihat what the country
wants now is work and not promises. The
achievements of the Government in regard
to the protection of public health have
been successful, \We have had mention of
a maternity hospital, and 1 would throw
out the suggestion, without pretending to
have special knowledge on the subject,
that it would be more economical, and
more efficient, to eonduet a maternity hos-
pital as part of the general public hospi-
tal. T am prepared to be told that I am
wrong, and that fechnieal reasons can be
given agalust the proposal, but it oeenrs
to me as a layman that what T have sug-
zested can be done cheaply and effeet-
ivelv, I welcome the proposal in regard
lo making provison for sufferers from
miners’ phthisis, Last vear T arguoed
on the lines that it was an entirely
proper thing that the Government, the
mine ownerz, and the employees should
take the matter in hand. AN that is
wanted in a matter like this is the ae-
knowledgment of the State of its lia-
- bility, a just recogmition by the employ-
ers of their obligations, and a clear sense
af responsibility on the part of the miners
themselves. There is good reason to be-
lieve that this matter will be brought to
a suecessful issue, and if it is, every credit
will rest with those members of the Gov-
ernment who have earried it info effect.
So far as education is concerned, I wel-
came the establishment of a secondary
gchool in Kalgoorlie and the Narrogin
farm school. I helieve the latter is being
run on thoroughly sound lines, and I
hope it will not be long before the Gov-
ernment see fit to establish similar sehools

in other parts of the State. There are
other places—and [ do not hesitale to
mention Northam amongst them—where
there are greater oppertunities even than
at Narrogin for the establishment of sueh
schools. The progress being made with
the continuation classes is also gratify-
ing, but I raust refer to the boast of the
Labour party that education is free from
the kindergarten to the University. That
privilege is confined (o one section of
the community only. Iitherte any smart
hov or girl in the country, by winning a
scholarship and showing that he vr she
was of thal material which would take
good advantage of educational facilities
was able to go on by means of scholar-
ships from the primary schools to the
secondary schools and the TUniversity;
but in Mareh last the Minister for
Edueation introdueed & new vegula-
tion under which no pupil at a State
schoo] eould sit for a scholarship without
having first supplied a declaration that
the total income of its parent or gnardian
was ot more thau £230 a year. or not
more Chan £50 per annum for every mem-
her of the family, exeluding children earn-
ing 10s. a week or upwards. The practieal
effect of that was to deprive from the
seholarship the children of all parents
whose total inecome was £250 a year or
more; and alse to deprive the children of
practically all farmers, for although their
net income might be much less than £250
per anuum, their total income would be
more than that, otherwise they would be
faced with bankruptev. It would also
deprive all small business men of the pri-
vilege, although their net ineome might
he no greater than that of a slklful arti-
san, In my own distriet there has been
quite a number of scholarships won dur-
ing the last three or four years; not more
than one in five of the children who won
those scholarships would be eligible for a
scholarship under this new regnlation,
and in few ecases could their parents
afford to send them to a secondary
school in  the City without very
ereai sacrifice. 1 should like to know
under what section of any Eduecation Act
in existence this regulation has been
framed. Power, T know, is given to the
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Government to set the subjects of seholar-
ship examinations, but no power is given
to distingnish between the elasses of the
community and sdy that this one shall
bave the privilege while another one shall
be denied. There might not be so much
objection to the regulation if the amount
of gross income were set mueh higher, at
say £500 or £600 per annum, but in any
case the regulation would be rotten in
prineiple; as it is it is not only rotten
in principle but it infliets a eruel hard-
ship on a number of ehildren who will
he denied altogether the advantage of
secondary education, The small store-
keeper with a brilliant boy will have o
send that boy to work instend of allowing
him to go through the higher schools, and
that boy being out of the road will prob-
ably make way for some less brilliant boy
the net income of whose parents is not
above the preseribed liimt. If this is not
objectionable class legislation I d¢ not
know what is. When, recently, T called
the atiention of the Minister for Education
to it the Minister said that it had been
framed as the result of a request from
the headinasters if the secondary schools;
I now have it on the authority of those
headmasters that this regulation is as
repugnant to them as it must be to mosi
others in the community, and thal ths
regulation undoubtedly destroys all that
the Minister pretended to give. T hope
there will be forthcoming some explana-
tion of it, and that it will not be long
before the regulation is repealed. Now
T come to the reference in the Speech to
proposed conslitutional reform. Mr.
Millington has said that these are ontinous
words. ] am curious te know to whom
they are ominous. Mr. Cornell yesterday
introduced a mass of figures, and after
listening to them I was inclined to doubt
whether the clectoral officer had not made
some mistake in his returns, and whether
vou, Sir, had not been incorrect in ad-
vising the Hounse that certain new mem-
bers had been returned, But, as a matter
of fact, I find it was all right. What has
really happened is this: at or about the
time the Labour party took office there
were, out of the tem provinces in this
Slate, fonr that pronounced in favovr of

that party. That was not including the
Fremantle seat, to which ai auy time the
Labour party might perhaps reasonably
aspire. They had four seats and a good
prospeet of winning a fifth, wnich meant
that if the Laboar party made good and
satisfied the people that they inlended to
govern in the interests of the whale of
the people, they had an excellent oppor-
tunity of securing in a short period of
a few years, half the seats in this
Chamber, despite the restricted franchise.
But what has bappened? Tefore Lhe
Labour party had been in power more
than six or seven months they lost one
of those seats, and at the election which
took place a month or Iwo ago they not
only failed to regain that seat hut they
lost another. At or ahout the time the
L abour Government eame into power,
when they were judged by their promises.
they had four seats out of ten; now that
they are judged by their performances
they have only two. 1In view of this T
do not know for whom it is the present
position of affairs is ominous. At this
last election the Lahour party won in only
one provinece out of the ten, whereas three
years ago they had four and a good
chanee of winning a fifth, Of course I
am quite prepared to recognise that Mr.
Kirwan is oceapying his seal in the House
by the support of the Labour party. T
have no fault to find with that arrange-
ment, Indeed I welcome it for fwo rea-
sons: one because of my long personal
friendship with Mr. Kirwan, which I hope
the most strenuous politieal opposition
will never entirely destroy; and in the
second place T welecome it even more fer- ~
vently becanse T regard it as striking a
blow at the selection hallot and the pledge.
I regard the selection hallot and the
pledge as miserable excreseences on our
boasted free Constitution, and T welcome
the faet that there is even one man in
regard to whom the Labour party will
say, “This man’s good servieces are emn-
titted to reeognition.” And his eclaim
is sirengthened rather than weakened by
the fmet that he will not sacrifice his
principles to retain his seat in Parlia-
ment. T hope we shall have many similar
experiences until both these blols on our
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supposed free Constitution are entirely
removed. We were told that the British
Parliament had passed a Veto Bill, and
that we could not very well object to
doing the same thing here. I am not
going to draw comparisons hetween this
House and the British House of Lords,
but it may be pregnant with mean-
ing to some of us that the political
party in England responsible for that
Veto Bill has fared badly at the hands of
the eleciors at every subsequent by-
election, and is by no means secure
against losing office af the next general
elections. I am prepared to pay every
respeet to the example set us by the
Mother of Parliaments, but I say we
should wait and see how those examples
work out. However, the pleasantest
feature of this proposed constitutional re-
form is the altered attitude of Mr.
Cornell, who told us yesterday that the
Legislative Couneil must be ended or
mended. That attitude is enfirely differ-
ent from anything we have previously
heard from the Labour party., In the

past that party has only aimed at mend-’

ing the Chamber in order fo end it. My
friend vesterday did not suggest that he
wanted to end it, hut rather that if we
were prepared to mend it he would bhe
satisfied to leave it at that. And, after
all, that is the most logical position to
take up. One does not make a House
of Parliament perfect in order to destroy
it.

Hon, J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
But one would do so when that is the only
way to overcome the difficuity.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH : Bat if the
House be made perfeci, then everyone
will wish Lo maintain it; if we make of if
a good thing surely ali will wish to pre-
serve it. In my view constitutional reform
shonld lie rather in making another place
(rnly representative of the mainre will of
the people hefore we have so mueh talk
of ending or mending a Chamber which
I find has the confidence of the people in
a most marked degree. T would like to
refer to the proposed legislation. On the
subjeet of the Rights in Water and Irn-
gation Bill, T desire to correet Mr. Mil-

lington, who said that we threw out this
Bill last session because there was no
time in which to disenss it. Nofhing of
the kind. We had ample time in which
to diseuss the Bill; we discnssed it
thoroughly, and we did not throw it out.
There were differences of opinion in mat-
lers of detail only, and as we shall have
the Bill hefore us again I do not propose
to say anything about those matters of
detail now, exeept this: that the attitude
of this Chamber is endorsed almost
unanimously by the whole of the pecple
voncerned.  This endorsement has not
been seeured by Mr. Clarke or myself or
anyone else going among the people, but
it has been secured by a recognition of
llieir own interests, When the Govern-
ment sent engineers down (o the Harvey
to tell the people what was proposed those
people rejected the propoesals.  Towards
the end of last session I moved a motion
affirming that eertain plaus and specifica-
tions relating to the works at Harvey
should be placed upon the Tahle. The
molion was earried without a single dis-
sent, and consequently I naturally ex-
pected Lhat the plans and specifications
asked for would make their appearance
in the course of a few days. After wait-
ing a week or a fortnight I asked the Col-
onial Secretary if there was any difliculty
in the way of doing what the House had
resolved should he done, any diffieulty
which, perhaps, the Minister had not
farescen when allowing the motion to be
enrried withoni a word of protest. Bat
the Minister said no, there was no diffi-
cidtv; it was merely that some returns as
to the money already expended would
take a little time to compile, and he
hoped to place the plans and specifica-
tions on the Table at the end of that
week, The end of the week came, and
the end of the month, and in its turn the
end of the session, hut the plans and
specifications were never produced. And
1 may say that the plans and specifica-
tions snbmitted to the people of Ilarvey
some months alter the session closed were
not those on which the works were started.
Indeed T am at a loss to know whether
there were any sunbstantial plans and
specifications at all when those works
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were siarted. Let me make this appeal
to the Government: In Vietoria, after a
few vears' experience of irrigation, it was
found neceszary to write off 2% millions
out of the 714 millions invested, and even

afier that the irrigation secheme failed to
the extent of £50,000 per annum to meet
interest charges. In California the ten-
talive eslimates of the eost for irrigation
works were exceeded by ne less a sum
than 20 million dollars. In California
and Victorin they have larger popula-
tions and many advantages from an irri-
galton point of view whieh we in Western
Ausiralia do not possess. We cannot
afford to face these big losses, and at the
sawme time we eannot afford to leave this
important work untouched.  The ques-
tion then arises, how will we go about it ?
The only sensible way is to bring down a
Bill for the Harvey irrigation seheme, the
only one which is at all far advanced,
and which offers any immediate prospeet
of success. Let the Government bring
down a Bill for that scheme, a Bill svhich
will recognise and meet all the peculiar
circumslances of that place, and I ven-
fure to say that this House will pass it
readily, and when that is doune let the
Government put before the water users
estimates of the cost and say to them,
“These eshimates represent the maximum
amount which will be payable, so far as
yon are concerned. Can you earry oo
irrigation at this eost?’ If they are pre-
pared to aceept if, and the cost eventually
proves to be less than the estimate, so
much the better. If the cost does ex-
ceed lhe eslimate, as most probably will
be the case—1 am not reflecting on the
engineers or on the Government, hut this
Is the ease all the world over—then surely
this great State in starting a projeei of
the kind will say, “We are prepared to
take our share of (he risk, and whatever
the cost in excess of the estimate might
be, we will pay it.” Tf a measure for an
irrigaiion seheme of this kind is brought
down, T believe Lhe House will pass it and
that the people of Harvey will welcome
it, and that in this way an important step
will be taken in a direction which all of
us desire. Another matter in connection
with whieh we are promised legislation

is that of the initiative and referendum.
The initiative and referendum proposal
usually appears in the form of a trinity:
there is the initiative, the referendum,
and (he recall. Those hon. members who
Lave studied the report of the latest La-
bour conference held at Fremantle, will
remember that in almost every malter the
Labour Ministers and members of Par-
lHament were oulvaled by the rank and
file, but when AMinisters and members
made an appeal Lo the conference to
knoek oul the reeall, it was conceded, I
suppose, as a sort of recompense for other
proposals whieh had been rejected.  As
a malter of principle 1 inlend to fight
against his proposal, and I will state
frankly my ohjeetion to it. Some hon.
members may think it a bad ohjection,
bul T give il as my objeection and my only
ubjeetion, to the proposal. My objection
is that the initiative and referendum are
nol suitable instruments of government
in olher than a free conntry. They are
only suitable for employment in a eountry
where every cleelor is not only technically,
bhut actnally, free to express his own
opinion and view, They are not suitahble
instruments in a country where hundreds,
even thousands of people, out of duty to
organisalions, vote as they are fold. Any-
one who disagrees with my objection is
weleome to do so, but this is my honest
and sincere reason for opposing the in-
iiative and referendum, and 1 have no
other objection,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Is not the ballot
seeret ?

Hon. II. P. COLEBATCII: Yes; that
is a snggeslion which 1 would seorn to
make. 1t is equivalent to saying that
these people would admil their bond to
their organisation and say, “I do not
agree with (his proposal, but my party
support if, and T must be loyal,” and thai
they would then sneak up to the ballot
box and put in a eonlrary vote. I do not
sugrest sueh a thing, and do not believe
that it would be done. In connection
with the Federal referenda I have met
not one, but hundreds™ of electors who
have told me that they considered the
proposals were wrong, but as they were
put forward by their party they had to
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support them. Under conditions such as
these the initiative and referendum are
net safe implements to employ in the
government of this country. They are
not calenlated to bring about good gov-
ernment or to serve the best interests of
the people, and for this reason and this
alone, 1 will oppose the Bill,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Would it not tend
to weaken party government?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I am
afraid it would not, but I am not pre-
pared 1o take the risk. The Traffic Rill
is to be resnbmitted this session. I will
nof support this measure so long as it
strikes at the root principle of the right
of the ratepayer. If that objectionable
element is removed, then I will support
the Bitll, but for my part I intend to
stand tirm on prineiples, and this is one
of the principles on whieh I insisl,
namely, the recognition of the right of
the ratepayer. As my good friend Mr,
Davis, who vsed to be here, and who I
am somewhat sorry for personal reasons
is not with us now, often said, “The man
who pays the piper is entitled to eall the
tune.” There is another Bill which is
not mentioned in the Governor's Speech,
a Bill which was rejected last session and
whieh [ understood was to be re-intro-
duced this session—the Plant Idiseases
Bill. T hope it will be brought down this
session. It was rejected by this Chamber
last sesvion beeause il was broughf down
on the last day of the seszion.

Hen. J. . Cullen: It was not rejected:
the second reading was carried.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : That iy so,
and the Bill was then passed over. T was
not speaking in a technical sense. The
Bill reached this Chamber on the last day
of the session, and there was no oppor-
tunity lo cousider it, The measure em-
braced several drastic clauses, and a num-
ber of hon. members had been communi-
cated with by the Fruitgrowers’ Associa-
tien, whose president complained that a
promise made to them that the Bill would
be submitted to them had not been kept.
angd that they did not desire the measure
to be passed. I have been informed—I
do not know whether there are good

grounds for the statement—that officers
of the QGovernment and of the Fruit-
growers’ Association have arrived at an
understanding with regard to a Bil
which will be acceptable and useful to zll
parties, and I hope it will be submitted
this session.

Hon. J. Cornell: We want to have the
miners’ diseases Bill re-introduced also.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : I have ve-
ferred to that measure. Another pro-
posal to be submitted this session is the
Esperance northwards railway. I must
say that I have never been enamoured of
lhis proposal, I have recognised that a
tremendous lof ean be said for the Cool-
gardie to Esperance railway, beeause in
the interests of the women and children
of Kalgooriie and the eastern goldfields it
is important that they should be able to
et to the nearest seaport. There have
been ohstacles in the way in the past, but
I have always looked forward to the time
when I could safely vote for a proposal
of ihis kind.

Hon. J, W, Kirwan: Then you will
vote for it this session.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I will give
my reasons for the vote which T intend
to cast on the Hsperance-Northwards
Ratlway Bill. This proposal is altogether
different. We were told by the hon. Mr.
AVillington that it will be purely an agri-
cultural line. Those who listened atten-
tively to the hon. member will have
noticed Lhat he made a virtue of the Eact
that as a goldfields representative he
would he found supporting this agrieut-
tural line. He gave us Lhe impressiva
that, alihough he was a goldfields mewmber,
lie intended to support this measure, and
so make a sacrifice.

Hon, J. Cornell: He is a farmer.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The hon.
Mr. Millinglon did nof tell us that; I
Liope he is not a farmer in the Esperanen
distriet.

Hon. J. Corneli: He is a farmer in your
district.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The hon.
My, Millington followed this statement up
by making an unfortunate remark, After
stating that this would be purely an agri-
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cultural line he said that the Esperance
lands had been tested. Personally I do
not agree with him; I do not think they
have been tested. If they had been pro-
perly tested, surely it would be easier
to put up a better case than ean be made
out at the present time. The hon, mem-
ber, however, said that these lands had
been tested, and T will take bis word for
the purpose of argument. Neither he nor
Mr. Cornell, who spoke eloquently in re-
gard to this proposal, provided any facts
of the fest.

Hon. J. Cornell: T said it was impossi-
ble owing to the difficulties with which
the settlers are faced.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: The lasi
harvest was betfer than the previons test,
The Government had promised that they
would buy the produce from the farmers
at what it would be worth if there was a
railway to take it away. It was rather
an impracticable proposal. The wheat
crop for the season 1912-13 from 913
acres was 2935 bushels, or an average of
3.2 bushels per acre. Last season they
improved on that, for the acreage was
1,574, giving a yield of 6,552 hushels or
an average of 4.2 bushels per acre. For
wheaten hay in 1912-13, 1,458 aceres pro-
duced 631 tons, an average of 10 cwt. lo
the aere. 1n 1913-14, 2,117 acres vielded
790 tons, or an average of 8 ewt. fo the
aere.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: If the hon., mem-
ber visited the distriet he would under-
stand why the averages are so low,

Hon. H. . COLEBATCH: The hon.
Mr. Millington stated that these agricul-
tural lands had been tested, and surely
T am entitled to supply the House with
the resullis of iLe test.

Hon. J. Y. Kirwan: Have you the re-
sults in eonnection with Thompson’s farm
which is properly worked?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1 am giv-
ing the results of the whole district, and
apparently neither in wheat, wheaten
hay, oats or oaten hay was the erop pro-
fitable. In no case would it pay the ex-
pense of putting the erop in, let alone
teking it off, and the grand total value
of the yield would scarcely amount to
what might be obtained from one of the

big farms in the proved agricultural dis-
triets. The yield of ocats in 1912-13 for
19 acres was 119 bushels, an average of
6.2 per acre; in 1913-14 for 41 acres it
was 452 bushels, or an average of 11 to
the acre. Of oaten hay in 1912-13, 227
aeres produced 151 tons or an average
of 14 cwt. to the acre, and in 1913-14, 279
agres yielded 159 tons, or an average of
12 cwt. per acre. It is enstomary in this
House, at all events, that every agrieul-
tnral distriet requesting the construction
of a railway, should prove its case before
coming to Parliament and asking for it.
In regard to the Esperance district we
have been asked for what has been
called a purely agrienltural line and
we are fold that the land has been
tested. This is the test, and if it were
a frue test it would damn the cause
of the Esperance railway for ever. But
I do not believe that it is a true test. I
believe that better results will be obtained,
and I trust that the time will eome when
the agrienlturists of this district will be

able to establish their elaim for the con-

struction of a railway. Even when they
do se, I would ask the praetical men of
this House to pul this question to them-
selves : “ What 1s (he use of the pro-
posed railway assistance to these people?
Is farming such a wonderfullv good pro-
position in Western Australia that these
seftlers, who are so far off from the mar-
kei, ean depend solely upon the export of
their wheat from an unequipped port
like Isperance?’ 1Tt is not. and every
practical man knows it. What is required
is, as I have stated over and over again,
a line from Esperance to Norseman so
that farmers will obtain the henefit of the
local market with an east and west line
travelling through fhe best portion of the
agrienltural belt, and joining somewhere
on the Greal Southern line. The com-
plete seheme is the only possible scheme,
and I will vote for the whole thing if it
can be shown that the money can be ob-
tained without prejudicing the claims of
works of greater nrgency. The Minister
for Works, in the course of a reply to 2 -
deputation at Wongan Hills the other day
in regard to the ronte of a railway along
which there are far more farmers than
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there are in the Esperance district, and
where the land has been abundantly
proved, stated, “I will have a survey made
of an alternative route. You need not
worry that this will delay your line be-
cause the construction department already
have their hands full for the next two
years.” If we pass the Esperance-North-
wards Hailway Bill, what will it mean?
Will it mean that the measure will lie as
so much waste paper for two years? Will
the people of Esperance be fooled in this
way, and go on planting erops for the
next two years without any prospect of
getting their stuff away? Or is this line
to be built at once, and if so, what other
projects are .to be held up while it is
pressed on? Did the Minister for Works
state the ease aceurately when he said the
departmenl eould not take on any fresh
railway construction for two years? If
so, what alternative is there to banginy
up the Esperance line or other work which
in the present circumstances has greater
claims to precedenced There is one other
railway proposal in regard to which T
wonld like to say a few words, though
not in a partienlarly eritieal spiril, and
that is the Kondinin to Merredin line.
It is a pity that so long a period has been
allowed to clapse without deoing substan-
tial justice (o those people settled in the
Kuminin and Emu Hill distriet. I wus
under the impression that their needs
eonld be more readily met by constructing
the IXuminin line to Bruce Roek, I have
been through the disiriet but T do not
profess to be sulficiently familiar wilh the
eouniry lo give a definite opinion on the
point. However, T would like to think
that justice was heing done to them and
that the obligations entered into—I care
nol by wlich Governmen{—were being met.
I do not intend to say anything more in
regard to the Governor’s Speech. The
Hon. Mr. Millington said that the Gov-
ertiment had established a record In re-
gard to careful and efficient adminisira-
tion. It is, however; enstomary to judge a
tree by its fruit. 1 wounld just detain the
House for a moment to give a short study
in eontrasts taken from the Statistical
Alstract. Take first the question of im-
migration. T say thot in & great unde-

<h
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veloped and sparsely populated ecountry
like this the (Government that fails to
perform ils duty in regard to immigration
fails in everything. There is no hope
whatever for a Government which fails
in such an important matter as immigra-
tion. I see that in the execess of arrivals
over departures for the year 1911 the
figures were 12,465, In 1912, the figures
had dropped down to 6,289. In 1913,
there has bheen a slight recovery, for the
excess had risen to 8,677. Then we had
that famous, or I should say, infamous
resolution of the Fremantle Labonr eon-
gress that no more money should be spent
in the way of assisting immigration. For
the first five months of the year 1914, the
excess of arrivals over departures comes
out at ihe miserable figure of 579.

Member: Toes thal vot apply to the
whole Commonwealth?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : States like
New South Wales and Victoria, which we
should be able to lose in the matter of
immigralion, are, on the other hand, doing
very well indeed. e are the only people
wha are going to the bad. We are cer-
1ainly going to the bad very fast—I can-
not, of eourse, say that it is the result of
the resolulion passed by that Labouar con-
ference at Fremantle. The fact remains
thal sinee it was passed we have been go-
ing ever backwards. Let me now turn to
the question of borrowing. The Govern-
ment slarfed with a small surplus; it is
now i debt to the extent of half a million,
It has broken all records in the matter
of public fAnance. Tt has increased the
public debt by almost £20 per head of
our enlire populalion, although it started
ont pledged to the restriction of all public
borrowing. TIn the case of the Savings
Banlk, for the year ending June, 1911,
ihe excess of deposits was over half a
million.  For the vear 1912 it had
dropped to £183,513. For the year 1913,
however, the excess of deposits was only
£32,139, while, for the first eleven months
of this year there was actually an excess of
withdrawals of over £43,000. If now we
turn to frade, we find that for the year
1911 our exports were over ten and a
half millions, while our imports were over
eight and a half millions. In 1912, how-
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ever, our exports had dropped to below
nine millions, while our imports had in-
creased to nine and a half millions. We
were, therefore, actually living beyond our
means. The total trade for last year
per head of the population, was £60 10s.
10d., as against £67 3s, 7d. in the year
1911, We are therefore, it is apparent to
everyone, drifting steadily backwards,
notwithslanding the faet that upon the
Revenue and Loan account combined the
Government have spent ten millions of
money in excess of the money which was
spent by their predecessors during the
three years previous. Again, we find this
drift going on in other directions, For
the year ending June, 1911, the Giovern-
ment railways made a net profit of
£224441.  In 1912 the net profit was
£191.474, but last year the profit was only
£25,328. Whether the profit this year is
going to disappear altogether or not I
do not know, In regard to land settle-
ment. under eonditional purchase, for the
year 1910, the last complete year of the
Wilson Administration, the number of
acres taken up was 1,727,720. In 1911
the acreage taken up was 1,349,497, Im
the vear 1912, it was 889,031, and, for
1913, there was a further drop to 515,877.
For the first five months of the present
vear the number of acres faken up was
155,116. Apparently the only eompensa-
tion that is left to us for this state of
affairs is the enterprise shown by the
“Ruels squatters” in taking up land and
forming themselves into a eompany, which
I understand was registered in the Su-
preme Court last week. Apparently this
is the first instanee on reecord of a whole
Ministry forming themselves into a,com-
pany in this way.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Tt was a
pasteral and not an agrieultural company.

Hon. H. P. COLERATCH: This is
probably the only instanee on record of
the whole of the membhers of the Govern-
ment of any eommunity forming them-
selves info a eompany to exploit the lease-
hold land held under the Crown.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt shows their faith
in the ecountry.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH: There was
a very large falling off in land settlement

in every direction. I do not know whether
the operations of this company are really
going lo make for the benefit of West-
ern Australia, but I cannot help thinking
that the Government would have done
betler to have continued the land settle-
ment policy in foree before the present
Government came into office. As a mat-
ter of fact, I think that the development
of our agrienltural lands would be very
mueh better earried on by private indi-
viduals who devote themselves entirely
to this purpose, than carried out by mem-
bers of the Governmen( who should be
directing their forces to the development
of ihe State.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Western Aus-
iralian Cabinet limited.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: I venture
to think that we shall not get as much ad-
vanlage out of the Fucla Pastoral Com-
pany or syndicate as we would have got
out of the live land seltlement poliey gen-
erally.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Have not the lands
been forfeited?

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: T do not
know. Why should they be forfeited? 1
am not going {o say anything about the
atfack upon the Country party by the
hon. Mr, Cornell. T ghall leave them to
speak for themselves, My own aftitude
i this matfer is this,  There are two
parlies in the State having policies which
ure practically identical. I am not going
to allow any differences hetween the two
parties to betray me into playing into the
hands of the eommon enemy as to the
reference 1o Tiberal squabbles in the

North. | am quite saiisfied to leave
this maiter to wmy hon. friend Mr.
Holmes, wlho I have no doubt will
explain why il is that amongst indi-

vidual Liberals there is not that complete

harmony which characterises the pro-
ceedings of a TLabour eaucus. There
is one other matter which I would
like to toueh nupon, and that 1s
the aceusation of the hon. Mr
Cornell that this Chamber was re-
sponsible for the recent sirike. He says

it is for the reason that we did not allow
preference to unionists. The hon. mem-
her subsequently corrected himself by say-
ing that we had continuved to give, or
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had allowed the court to grant, preference
to unionists, In connection with the
dispute, the workers themselves did not
want preferenee to unionists. They did
not want that. Whal they wanted was
that no non-unionists should be employed

at all. It was not a case of the
unionist  carpenters  wanting  work
and not being able to get it; that

was pot the position, Whal they wanted
was that non-unionists should be excluded
aliogether. They wanied to say that the
non-unionist should not be allowed the
right to work at all. Whatever power had
been given through the Arbitration Court
in this partiealar it would not have helped
the situation one iota,
Hon. J. Cornell:
withont a difference.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: There is
a great difference. 1f they had prefer-
ence to unionists, they would he in a
positien to say. “I shall be given a chanee
in front of the other fellow,” hut what
they demanded was “that the other fel-
low should not be given a chance at all.”
Hon. J. Cornell: If we had preference
to unionists, evervone would be a unionist.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: TIs it not a
fact that Mr. Justice Higgins, in the Fed-
eral Arbitvation Court. has said thal be
will never order preference to unionists
unless it is proved that there is diserim-
ination against unionists?
Hon. J. Cornell: That is what we want.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: In this
carpenters’ strike the question of
preference to unionists did not arise
at all. The question which did arise
was that these men said that uon-
unionists should not be allowed the right
to work at all. I cannot conceive even the
Labhour party going to such extremes.
They may want preference to unionists,
but I cannot imagine even the Labour
party asking that non-unionists should not
be allowed the right to live. My hon.
friend also complained that this House
had passed 122 Bills and had rejected 32.
and that we had passed only those that the
Government did not want and rejected
those that the Government did want. If
we rejected the wrong ones, how were we
to know? In rejecting a number of the

Tt is a distinetion

Biils, 1 was firmly undey the impression
that the Government wanted ns to do
so. 1 was under the impression that
owing to the pressure which had been
brought to bear from outside, they had al-
lowed their sense of respousibility to the
State to be overcome and that they kmew
that in any event the Legislative Council
would protect the interests of the coun-

try, If T am mistaken, and if we
did pass Bills that they did not
want us to pass and failed to

pass others which they did want us to
pass, perhaps the hon. Mr, Cornell will
explain the mistake which has arisen and
ask the Government in future to tell us
which they want and which they do not
want, I do not of course know whether
we would pass them if they did, We
should like o he able to satisfy the Gov-
ernment. The attilude, however, which
we {ake up, is that we are here to satisfy
the eountry, I cousider that the result of
the last elections held only a few months
avo, gives me confidence in the belief that
now, as in the past, we are rendering such
a measuve of satisfaction to the people as
to induce us to follow very closely the
same practice which we have followed
during the past few sessions.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South): The
hon. member who has just resumed his
seat is a prominent member of the Opposi-
tion of this country. It is a duty of
the Opposition to find fault with (he Gov-
ernment and o point to the sing that the
Government have committed. I know of
no member of the State Opposition who is
more competent to peint out the faulis
committed by any Government that he
criticises than the hon. member. After
eommenting for an hour and a halt
upon  the work of the Government
for the last three years, and upon
their proposals of the future, any-
one who listened to that speeeh with a
wind unbiassed by party prejudice must
come lo the eonclusion that this Govern-
ment has committed less faults than nsually
runs with Governments. Tf the Oppo-
sition fails to find fault with the Govern-
ment it might as well go out of business.
An opposition that eannot find something
{o blame a Government for might as well
shut up shop as an opposition. If is a



58 [COUNCIL.)

very good thing so long as the party sys-
tem of Government obtains, that there
should be an opposition, and in every
country where party Government obtains
it is desirable that Lhere should be a strony
and vigorous opposition. The speeeh which
has just been delivered by the hon. mem-
ber, to my mind, is a speech which, if eir-
culated throvghont the country, would help
the Government very considerably, inas-
much as there were few faulls, few real
and genuine faulis, that that hon. member
had to find with the Governmeni. There
are some matters to which he refers upon
which he eriticises the Government, and
mn which 1 am in entire accord with him.
1 deeply regret, for instanee, the lessened
‘number of inumigrants thai are coming to
Western Anstralia. T also feel sympathy
with the eriticism that he indulged in re-
garding the regulation which was issued in
connection with the Edueation Depart-

ment. Speaking geverally, in a broad
way, as fto what was {he nalure
of Dhis erilieism of the Govern-
ment, that  eriticism was to the

effect that the Government had badly ad-
ministered the departments, and that
finaneially things were not as they ought
to be. 11 is customary with the Opposition
1o hring forward conlinually the guestion
of the deficit—the defictt of half a million,
That deficit is represented as entailing a
condition of financial chaos, and very
exaggeraled statements are indulged in
with regard to it. Now, what is the true
posilion? The defieit is larger than any
of us like to see it; larger, I am sure, than
any wmember of the Government likes it
to be. We all hope that it will be re-
duced. There is, however, nothing in the
finaneial position Lo justify extravagant
langnage, When the previous Govern-
ment were in power there was a deficit
correspondingly large, when taken in pro-
portion to the then revenue of the State,
Speaking voughly, the revenue of this
State now amounts to nearly five millions.
The deficit is half a million. That is, one-
tenth of the total revenue of the State.
Let any business man consider that as ap-
plied to himself. Take the position of a
business man whose ineome is £5,000 a
vear. I think that no one in his senses
would regard that man’s position finanei-

from

ally as one causing grave concern, if he
were to have an overdraft at the bank of
£500. And that is the proportion, one-
tenth, of the deficit to the total revenue
of this State. But there is another aspeet
of the tinaneial position, one that is alto-
gether averlooked by erities of the Govern-
ment, and it is this: Every year the sink-
ing fund is being ndded to, and added to
in a larger proporlion in this State, Lhap-
pily, than in any other State of the Com-
nmonwealih, Lf any hon. member cares to
look up the amount that has been paid
into the sinking fund during the period
that this deficit has been accumulating, he
will find, I think, thai as mueh has been
paid into that sinking fund for the pur-
pose of paying off nur debis as constifutes
the deficit at present. Surcly (he position
is not 20 very serious if, in correzspondence
with the deficit, we have also paid off pro-
portionately our general indebiedness to
those. These are poicts that somewhat
aler the aspeel of gravity that the Op-
position endeaveur to place upon the
finuncial position of this State. In speak-
ing of the allegzed deplorable con-
dilion into which affairs have got, the hon.
member conclnded his speech by anoting
a number of fizures which wounld almost
seem alarming. 1 have been in this
State a considerable time, and 1 have
never known an Opposilien that has
net been able to produce figures
to show that everything is going
bad to worse under the econ-
duct of the CGovernment in power. That
also is part of the party system. But, in
the meantime, the Stale has been going
along by leaps and bounds, the popula-
tion inereasing, revenue inereasing, ex-
penditure inereasing, and generally, al-
thongh some temporary set-backs may now
and again have come along, I think the
progress of the State, when we look back
at it, either during the last three years, or
the last 10 years, or the last 20 years, has
been nothing but what was satisfactory.
There 135 nothing in the present
position to justify our believing that the
progress of the Siate will not be continued
in the futwre. The hon, member, in
his references to a new party that has
come into existence in this Honse and in
this country, spoke in a way somewhat
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different from that in which he wrote, and
in whieh he spoke outside this House.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch: No, not at all,
Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: 1, as a mem-
ber of the Chamber, welcome the repre-
sentatives of the Country party who have
heen returned to this House. I also,
although I probably differ in many
respects from the Country party,
welcome the formation of that party,
because, so¢ far as its two chief
planks are concerned, I am in thor-
ough accord with them, One of thoze
planks is that in favour of re-
moving from the producers, the agricul-
turists and the mining communities, the
burden of a protective tariff. Ever since
I have taken auy interest in public affairs,
I have always done my very utmost to
support a system of free trade, or a rev-
enue tariff. To me there is nothing what-
soever inconsistent in a revenue tariff and
free trade. A tarilf levied purely for
revenune purposes is not in any way a
restriction upon free trade any more
than execise dnties are. But I wounld re-
mind the Country party that it is fo be
feared they have come (00 late in their
endeavour to establish a system of free
trade. There was a party in the Com-
monwealth, in the first Commonwealth
Parliament and in the second Common-
wealth Parliament, which made a gallant
fight for the prineiples of free trade, The
parly sought to impress their views om
the Commonwealth by public meetings;
and in the House, night after night, long
weary nights, they sat up in the hope of
reducing the duties upon the machinery
of the farmer, upon the machinery of the
mining industry, and uapon all the re-
quirements of the producers of the Com-
maonwealth. They went to the country
and they were defeated, were defeated in
two elections, and they went down fight-
ing for their principles. The agri-
culturists of the Commonwealth, I am

sorry to say, did not lend to that party

the support which the party expected at
the time. Take the case of Western Aus-
tralia. If the agriculturists look up the
records of the voting, when the tariff was
under consideration in the Federal Par-
liament, they will find that without a

single exception the vote of the single
representative, at that time, of the farm-
ers and the agriculturists of this State
was always given for protective duties.
However, the free trade party through-
out Australia, including Mr, Cook,
who is now the Prime Minister, Sir
George Reid, the Sydney Daily Telegraph,
and all of those who fought hardest for
free trade, recognised that they were
beaten, that the settled poliey of Australia
was to be protection, that the majority
of the peole of Australia wanted protee-
tion, That position is aceepted to-day.
Tt is accepted by the Cook Ministry, which
inelndes & nomber of freetraders. In
their policy they provide that the pro-
tective incidence of the tarifi must be
mzintained. When that situation arose
the T.abour party was in this posi-
tion: Tn the first two Parliaments the
party was divided on the question of free-
trade and protection. One bhalf voted for
free trade, the other half for protection.
What happened to the protectionists and
the freetraders in the way of a fusion
also, to a certain extent, happened to the
Labour party. They had to sink their
fiscal differences, and they devized the
scheme of new protection. It was a sys-
tem that recognised the disadvantages of
the old system of protection. Under the
old system of protection—the system that
is still in existence, but I eall it
old to distinguish it from what is
known as the new protection—the
manufacturers, the employers, got the sole
benefit of the high protective duties. They
obtained increased profits by the mono-
polies that they were enabled to ereate,
by reason of.the tariff barriers; they
could charge what they wished for their
goods; and consequently it was recognised
that the entire advantages of protection
went to those individuals, The Labour
party came along with a scheme by which
they sought to distribute the advantage
which had hitherto gone to the individual
manufacturers, amongst the consumers
and the workers. I admit that the whole
scheme is an artificial one. Tt is called a
scientific secheme, but the whole system
of protection, to me, is artificial, and if
we are to have an artificial protection, if
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those duties are to be imposed, then to
my mind it is better that the benefits de-
rived from them should not go to a few
individuals hut should be distributed as
widely as possible amongst the econsumers
and amongsl the workers. Sir George
Reid has delivered several speeches stat-
ing that if he had to choose hetween pro-
teclion as it has been hitherto understood,
and the new protection, he wonld un-
doubtedly favour the new proteetion, of
the two.

Hon, J. Cornell: He did not say that.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN:
try party in now coming forward and
endeavonring to advoeate freelrade at
this juneinre, or advoente o revenue tariff,
are but erving in the wilderness. There
is no party that T know of, possessed of
sufficient influence in  ihe Common-
wealth, to bhring (hr question of a
revenue tariff or freetrade within the
realms of practienl polities in Australia.
I am sorry that it is so, but it is so: and,
therefore, ihose who desire to have tle
burden of protective duties lessened on
the producers, have to choose Delween
prolection as il is at present, the main-
tenance of the exisling protective incid-
ence of the lariff, and what I, at any
rate, think the hetter of the two, namely
fhe new protection that is offercd by the
Labour party. YWhether- the new pro-
teetion will be a suecess remains to be
seen, bui, at any rate, it is an
experiment worth rving. If the new
proteetion were to fail, it would be proof
positive that the whole basis of proteetion
is wrong; and probably then there would
be a chanee for those who believe in a
freetrade palicy for the Commonwealth.
There is another plank in the platform of
the Country party with whieh I have the
strongest possible sympathy, and that
plank is deceniralisation. The hon, Mr.
Colebateh, in the course of his speech,

The Coun-

stated that the policies of the two parties, -

of the Liberal party and the Country
party, were identieal.

Hon. H, P. Colehateh: Oh, no.

Hon. J. W. KIRTVAN: I say that the
actions of the Liberal party and the
actions of the hon, gentleman himself

show that on the question of eentralisa-
tion the iwo parties are diametrically
opposed. I ean show how the Liberal
party has invariably, in every single in-
stance, favoured the policy of centralisa-
tion for this State.

Member: What about the Coolgardie
water scheme?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I venture to
hope that the intluence of the Country
party will be such that at any rate we
shall do something in Western Australia
lo prevent the exlension of this evil of
centralisation, for we all know what an
evil eentralization has been throughout
the Commonwealth,

Sittinyg suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J. W. TUIRWAN: Before tea I
was referring to a statement made by Mr.
Colebateh 1o the effect that the policies of
the Country party and the Liberal party
were identical. 1 was pointing out that
thev were pot and that as a matter of
fact the two main planks of the platform
of the Country party were diametrically
opposed to the poliey which has been
pursued by the Liberal party. In the
case of the Liberal party in the Common-
wenlth—and T assume the same poliey is
shared by the State Liberal party—they
have declared strongly in favour of the
maintenance of fhe protective incidence
of the tariif. That is certainly a portion
of the Liberal poliev which is not identi-
eal with the policy of the Country party.
Isut the other important plank of the
Country party’s poliey is the question of
centralisation, and I was pointing out
that the Liberal party in this State has
heen in the past the champion of central-
isation. Tn every State of the Common-
wealth the evils of centralisation exist,
but to my mind there is less execuse for
centralisafion in Wesfern Australia than
in any other State, because of the vastness
of its area. In proportion to the vastness
of the area of Western Anstralia, eovering
ns it does a million square miles—one-
third of ihe eontinent—the proportion of
people centred in Perth is greater, if the
area he taken inLo aceount, than in any
other city of the Commonwealth.  Of
conrse in estimafing the number of people
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in the capitais the area of the State as a
rule is not taken info aceount, and in that
way it would be shown thai the proportion
is not so great in Perth, but that is
scarcely a fair way to compute the ex-
tent to whieh centralisation is ecarried.
Somie account should ke faken of the arsa
ot the State, and if that be done I c¢laim
thal eentralisation is a far greater evil
in Western Australia than in any State
of the Commonwesalth. The Liberals
have heen consistent and persistent cham-
pions of centralisation, and if they alter
in any way their poliey in that respeet it
will be due te the influence of the Goun-
Iry party, We see the influence of the
capital of this State almost every session.
Take the Traffic Bill which was hefore
Parlinment last session. There was only
une public hody in thiz State that was op-
posed to thal measure. All the muniei-
palities and roads hoards of the State
were desirous that the Bill should be
passed. but merely becanse the DPerth
City Cnuneil were opposed to the Bill,
this Fouse rejected it and the measure
met with the opposilion of the Liberals.
Take the aftitude of the Liberals concern-
ing another measure which was before the
House last session—the TEleetoral Dis-
triets Bill, Tn order to deal with the evil
of centralisation the chief essential in the
distribution of the electorates should be
the question of distance from the capital.
That is of primary importance in any
Redistribution of Seats Bill which might
be framed. Those who ave far removed
from the seat of Government should un-
doubtedly have more political power than
those who are under the shadow of Par-
linment House. When that Bill was
brought forward, providing as it did for
the appointmeni of an independent com-
mission te divide the electorates, what
was done by the champion of Liberalism
in this House, Mr. Colebatch? He pro-
posed an amendment and was sueeessful
in earrving it, by wlhich an eleator within
a few hours’ jonrney of Perth, an elector
in the agrieultvral distriets, would be
given considerably greater power than an
elector on the Golden Mile which is 400
miles from the ecapital. That was un-
doubtedly a move which tended to
strengthen the influence of the eapital,

and it Js only in acoordanece with the
speech that he made some time ago in
{his House before the Country party eame
forward with their championship of cen-
iralisation. Mr. Colebateh then strongly
championed centralisation, only he ealled
il concentration. T would asgk the
supporters of the Country parly, those
who have any doubt concerning the
attitnde of Mr. Colebateh on that par-
licular question, to look up Hansard and
see how strongly (hat hon. memher fav-
oured the policy of concentration.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Will you also
tell hon. members that that Electoral Bill
proposel lo take seats from the conntry
and give them to Perih.

Ion. J. W. KTRWAN; I propose to
tell hon. members that if that Bill had
passed in the form in which it was intro-
duced by the Government, it would have
heen far betler, in the intevests of decen-
tralisation, than the proposal of the hon.
member. The hon. member’s proposal was
unquestionably one tending to help those
in the nearvieinity of Perth, and especially
those who would vole for members of his
own party lo the disadvantage of those
who lived 40 miles from he seat of Gov-
ernment. Tf further evidence be neces-
sary 08 to the attilude of the Liberals
lowards the question of centralisation,
one need only mention their consistent
and presistent attitude concerning the Es-
perance vailway. What does Mr. Cole-
hateh fear regarding the Lsperance rail-
way? It is quite evident that he fears
that if the Bill for the constrnetion of a
railway from Esperance northward be
carried, it will mean ultimately the ex-
tension of that line to Norseman, and
that would mean the opening np of the
Esperance port. That is nnguestionably
what the hon. memher fears. No mat-
ter what is done regarding FEsperance,
the hon. gentleman changes his ground
and alters his attifude towards it. Now
he talks favourably of the line from Es-
perance to Norseman, and points out that
the Esperance northward railway is quite
a different” proposition, inasmuch as it
may be regarded as an agrienltural one.
TWhat is the history of that line? Two
attempts have been made to pass
the Norseman-Esperance Railway Bill
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through this Parliament.  Both the at-
tempts were defeated in the Legislative
Council. When the Norseman-Esperance
Railway Bill was brought forward
Mr, Colebateh voted against it; now he
speaks in favour of it. Having failed
to carry ihe Norseman-Esperance Rail-
way Bill, the Government brought
forward the Esperance Northward
Railway Bill.  What does Mr. Cole-
batech say when the latter measure is
brought forward? “Oh, this is not a
proposilion in favour of decentralisation;
it is not a proposition to open up the port
of Esperance for the people of the pold-
fields; il is purely an agricultural rail-
way and beeause it is such I am not going
to vote for it.”

Hon. H. P. Colebatch:
what T said.

Hon. 4. W. KIRWAN: So no maiter
what Bill is brought forward to serve the
¥sperance distriet, Mr. Colebateh is so
much afraid it may interfere with the pet
policy of his own party—the poliey of
centralisation—that he finds fresh argu-
ments azainst it. He quotes the yields of
the distriet and gives them as eonclunsive
proof thal the land in that part of the
State is nol worthy of a railway. Alr.
Colebateh has never seen the land. There
is not a single public man who, having
visited the district, has spoken against
it, and every official report dealing with
thalt part of the State has been of a fav-
ourable nature, There ic not a single
statement in any official report that ean
be regarded as being nnfavourable to the
Bsperance lands. All who have visited
the country have spoken well of it. Mr.
Colebateh trots forward the small yields
of the last iwo years, but if he knew any-
thing about that couniry, and if he were
familiar with the system of farming
adopted by 1he settlers there and how im-
perfeetly some of them treat their ground,
he would be astonished at their getting
even a bushel to the acre. I was in that
distriet with the Colonial Seeretary, and
speaking to a number of settlers at Sead-
dan, that Minister told them they had no
hope of getting erops beeanse of the way
in which they were endeavouring to farm.
The ground is only seratched, and some-
times more mallee roots than soil can be

That is not

seen on the surface. The people there,
however, are bona fide setilers, working
hard and battling to establish liomes for
themselves and their families. They are
far removed from a railway or a tele-
graph line; they have a sand pateh to
the south of them, which is almost im-
passalle, while to the north there is what
is known as “The glue-pot,” which is
equally difficult to get through.  These
are the men whe are making a terrific
fight to succeed, and Mr. Colebatch quotes
figures in order to decry for his own pur-
poses the value of the land, in spite of
whal has been said of it by men who have
heen sent there to report upon it, includ-
ing officers sent there, not by this Govern-
ment, but by the previous Government,

wineh was hostile to the econstruetion
of the line. If Mr. Colebateh wanted
10 quote aecurate returns concern-

ing that district he might have referred
to a farm such as Grasspateh, a farm
which has been worked fur many years.
Farming bhas been carried on there on
proper lines,  The ground is fallowed,
and proper fertilisers are used. The own-
ers of this property have made a good
start, having been there for many years,
and if Mr. Colebateh had taken the trou-
ble to make some inquiries about tlis
place he would have been able to tell guite
a different story, He would have found
that the average yield there is never less
than 15 bushels {o the aere, and the hay
crop has been as mmech as 214 tons to
the acre. Let him communicate with Mr.
Thompson or with any of the settlers
who are there, and who know the value of
the land; let him write to Mr. Richard-
son who also did a great deal there, or to
some of the other settlers who properly
treated their land, and he will find that
the yield is certainly not less than those
of other distriets counsidered to be good
distriets, despite the fact that during the
last two or three years the rainfall has
not been up to the average. The fact is
that Mr. Colebatech and his party seem
to have an almost fanatieal desire to de-
cry the lands south of Norseman. I wish
to say regarding the hostile attitnde of
the Liberal parly towards those particular
lands, that there are a few notable ex-
ceptions among the Liberals. We have
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prominent Liberals in this House who
have given generous support to the pro-
posed Esperance hine, Liberals such as
Sir ‘Winthrop Hackett, Mr. McLarty, Mr.
Kingsmill, Mr. Piesse, and Mr. C. Me-
Kenzie and others who have voted for the
line, But the fact remains that the Liber-
ais in the Legislative Assembly have been
absolulely unanimous in their hostility to-
wards the Esperance railway. The gen-
tlemen who in this House vote for the
line say they are non-parly men; those
known to be sirong party men, such as
Mr. Colebateh, ave always noted for their
extreme hostility to this particular rail-
way. [f when any member referred
to the agricultural possibilities of
any portion of ihe western part of
the State, a poldfields member were
to venture to express the opinion
that seine portion of the land referred to
was not as good as represenfed, what
wonld be the answer? There would be at
once a howl sent up that the man who
said anything against the lands of the
western portion of the State was disloyal
to Western Australia. T ean remember
Mr. Sommers getting up and expressing
ereat indignation because a senator had
the temerity to say that some portion of
the land of Weslern Australia was not
as good as it was represented to be. Men
who express doubt of that sort are de-
nounced in all the moods and tenses as
being disloyal to the State; but anyhody
who suggests that the land south of
Norseman 1s suitable for agrieulture is
treated almost as if he were disloyal to
the State. Tt seems to he part of the
loyalty to the State which those so-called
lovalists exhihit to decry on every possi-
ble oceasion the land souih of Norseman.
That is hardly a fair attitude to adopt.
Offictal reports have been issued and laid
on the Table, and have subsequently been
cireulated far and wide, reports stating
that there is a new provinee awaiting
settlers, “a rich and fertile province ery-
ing aloud for settlement.” Those are the
exact words of a Government officer who
reported on that partienlar distriet. Yet
Mr, Colebateh disputes all that,

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Not at all.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: That hon. mem-
ber comes along seeking to deery the land
of that partienlar part of the State, try-
ing to throw a damper on men whose only
crime is to endeavour to make homes for
themselves and their families south of
Norseman. Throughout the whole of the
goldfields there are large numbers of men
eager to go on the Esperance land. They
have seen it, and they believe it is good
land. The goldfields men are men of en-
terprise and energy, and if given an op-
portunity they will make a prosperous
provinee of that part of the State, a pro-
vinee which the rest of Western Australia
will he proud of. But this House, in
pursnance of a policy which T trust hon.
members will pardon me for saying is
characteristic of the House, has persist-
enily opposed the railway. It is in ae-
cordance with the policy which most hon.
members persistently pursne, and which
fo my mind is injurious to the industrial
and commercial development of the State.
Whenever an agriculiural railway is
brought forward goldfields members
readily vote for it. Agrienltural mem-
bers come forward and say a railway is
wanted, and we accept the reports issued,
accept what the Government say on that
partienlar projeet, and we are ready and
rlad to vote for it. Indeed, on many
occasions when members have come for-
ward and said the land was good enough,
and ought to be served with a railway, we
have voted for it without waiting for any
reports, being only too delighted to hear
of the good land being seitled. 1t would
be difficult, nay, impossible, to relate a
single instance of a goldfields member
opposing an agricultural railway. But
whenever this Esperance line is bronght
forward there is almost fanatical opposi-
tion to it, and one would imagine that
those supporting it were enemies of the
State. T do hope the influgnee of the
Country party with the Liberals in this
and many other matters will be such that
we shall see justice done to the people.
To my mind, the Country party will have
a most benefictal influence on the affairs
of the State. It seems likely that they
will either absorb the Liberals or, judg-
ing hy Mr. Colebateh’s speech, that the
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Liberals will adopt the whole of the
Country party’s policy. Now that the
Counlry party seems to be growing in
strength My, Colebateh stands up and says
that the policies of the two parties are
identical. That shows the trend of pub-
lie opinion and the desire of certain prom-
mnent men to get in out of the wet. At
the last elections the Labour party were
relurned with an overwhelming majority.
Who won that vietory for the Labour
party? It was the Laberals, the malad-
mnisiration and the exiraordinary legis-
lation of the last Liberal Government, a
Government that brought down a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill which one finds
a difficulty in talking about and at the
same time keeping ealm, That Bill was
such a monstrous oufrage on fair play
that thousands of former Liberals rushed
to support the Labour party, or indeed
any other pariy, rather than retura to
power a Covernmenf capable of the
‘Ministerial salary grab and the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill. So long as the
Liberals remain a dominant faetor in this
State there is not mach chance of the
TLabour party oceapying any other posi-
tion than the Government benches, and
with a very big majority too.

Hon. H. P. Colebatel: They stuck to
the salary grab, did they not?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Yes, but the
present Government did not come into
office pledged to reduce Ministerial sal-
aries and then——

Hon. W. Patrick: Yes, they did.

Hon. J, W. KIRWAN: They were not
pledged. What happened was this: The
Liberals came in pledged to reduce Min-
isterial salaries, but instead of doing that,
when they got inte office, they inereased
them.

Hon, W, Patrick: And the other party
were going to cut off the inerease.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Mr, Colebateh
referred very lightly to what is the most
imporlani guestion before the country to-
day, namely, the relationship existing be-
tween the two Houses of Parliament.
Whether a man be a sympathiser with
the Country party, with the Liberal party
or with the Labour party, he must agrec
that where two Houses are diametrically

opposed to one ancgther in polities the
position is exiremely unsatisfactory.
When 1 came into the House in 1908 the
amount of crilicism to which the Bills
of the then Liberal Government were
subjected was almost nil. I saw evi-
dences of hasty legislation which certainly
surprised me. 1 remember when the
Moore Government, and also the Wilson
Government, were in power, we in this
House wecre told {bat the Governor
would be down at 3 o'clock or 4 o'clock,
as the case might be, to prorogne Par-
liament, and that in the meantime half
a dozen important Bills were to be
brought in. We were lold that those Bills
had to be passed. Anybody who ven-
lured to offer anything in the pature of
opposition to the passage of those Bills---
although ihere was senrcely a moment in
whieh to consider them—was regarded as
an ouilaw, and altogether unworthy to be
a member of the House. A few members,
like the late Mr. Sholl, were constanily
protesting, Anyone who looks up Han-
sard will see how over and over again
the late Mr. Sholl protested against the
hasty way in which Bills were passed
through the House, bulky Bills which we
had searcely time to glance at; and ihey
were passed without a single line being
altered. That was the state of things that
obtained when the Moeore and the Wilson
Governments were in power. During the
whele Lime the Wilson Government were
in power this House was not responsible
for the loss of one single Bill

Hon. E. M. Clarke: We threw out Lhe
Land and Income Tax Bill.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: When the pres-
ent Government came into power in 1911
a very remarkable change took place. All
the members woke up into a eondition of
activity. They began to eriticise the
Bills that eame forward, began Lo amend
them, to reject many of them and to ob-
struct legislation in every possible way.
Mr. Colebateh has pointed out that 32
Bills have been rejected by fhis House.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: They are not
my figures; they are Mr. Cornell’s.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I went through
the list myself, and T can say that this
House has been responsible for the loss
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of over 30 Bills brought down by the
present Goverument, most important Bills
embodying the policy of the Government.
The Bills ihal we passed were mostly Bills
of a non-contentious nature, Supply Bills
and Bills that could net possibly he
blocked. The one or two important
Bills that got through, like the Arbi-
tration Bill and the Workers' Compensa-
Lion Bill, did not embody altogether the
policy of the Government, They were
mutilated in this House, I consider the
Arbitration Bill was very seriously in-
jured in its passage through this House
and its ntility greatly impaired, as has
been evidenced by the many industrial
troubles whieh have since arisen. The
Bills that were rejected during that fie
embodied the poliey which the Govern-
ment were sent to Parliament by such a
large majority to carry out, Take the
Mines Regulation Bill, which was rejected.
Mr. Colebateh dwelt with satisfaction on
what the Government are doing for the
unfortunate men suffering from phthisis
as a result of working in the mines. I
wigh Mr. Colebateh had taken that inte
account when the Mines Regulation Bill
was before 1he House. I see a great deal
of the effects of working in those mings.
A great many men I know are now dying
from consumption eontracted in the mines.
The Alines Begulation Rill was an endea-
vour to lessen that great toll which the in-
dustry tg making on human life. The hon.
Mr, Colebateh and other hon. members in
this House persislenily oppased that Bill
and would not allow any single shred of
the slightest utility to pass, because cer-
tain men considered that if the measure
were passed it might involve the nines in
a little extra expense. These mines are
paying an enormous amount in dividends.
Ouly last vear the increase in the amount
paid in dJdividends was £96,000. Surely
if it does mean a little extra expenditure,
something ought to be done by the mines in
order to relieve the existing eondition of
affairs. What was asked for in that Bill?
Among the things asked for wns better
inspection of the mines; Letter means of
- ensuring that the mineswere properly ven-
tilated; ‘lie abolition of the night shift,
which, aceording to all authorifies, is so

El

injurions 1o the health of the wmen; the
abolition of contraet with all its injurious
speeding up work; these and other reforms .
of the kind were asked for, but the House
ahsolutely set its face ngainst considering
them. There are six new members in this
Iouse and T would plead with them on the
grounds of humanity when this Bill is
brought before the Chamber again—1 am
sorry it will not be re-introduced this ses-
sion, but probably the Governmnent con-
sider (bat it would be hopeless to get it
through—to go up to the goldfields and to
go amongst the men as T have done con-
stantly and observe the nuimber affected,
to meet the number wlo are mmaimed hy
accidents. or dying from consumption, aud
if they do so they will surely agree
that something ought to be done
for these men. It was ¢ruel and
unjust for hon, members to reject that
measure, and if they knew the number of
men affected, they would be very well
ashamed of themselves for their action.
The new members in the House should in-
quire for themselves regarding the true
condition of things, and if they do so, I
can hardly believe that the Bill will be
again rejected. This is one of the meas-
ures which has been twice rejected by this
Chamber,

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: We did not re-
jeet it

Hon J. W, WIRWAN: The hon. mem-
ber is (rying to shield himself by playing
on words. What happened? It was a
consolidating Bill embodying all the pre-
vious legislation and this Chamber re-
jeeted every new feature of the mensure,
and now the hon. member comes and plays
on words and tries to save himgelf from
the indigiation of he publie who know
the truth by saying that it was nof re-
jected. This is an attempt to cast dust in
the eyes of the publie. It is a shame and
a scandal that this House treated the Bill
as it did. The Bill does not affeet me

personally. I am net 2 miner, hut
I live among miners, I see cases
of this sort every day. Hon. mem-

bers listened to men who do not re-
present the goldfields, and would not listen
to the pleadings of nien who come from
the goldfields, and who claim to, and do
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represettt all classes on the lields. Other
Bills rejecled were the Irrigation Bill,
- 'ublic Works Comuitlee Bill, three times,
Blecloral Distrieis Bill, and the Iniliative
and Referendum 1ill. The whole of these
measures emboried the policy of the pre-
gent Government who had heen returned
by the people 1o give effeet 1o i, Lt is
useless Lor the people to put a Govern-
ment inlo power if the Honse representa-
tive of vnly one-third of the electors rejerts
the proposals embodied in the policy of
that Government. This difficully hetween
the 1wo Ilouses is not peculiar to Western
Australia.  There have been similar difi-
ealties in many other parls of the world,
and in most places these difficulties have
been solved and suvely rhis diflicully in
Western Australia ean be solved. The
difticully existed in Canada, and it has
heen solved by a new mensure to inerease
the number of nominees in the Senate.
The diffieulty exists in New Sonth Wales,
bul in that Siate there is n nominee FHouse
and {he Government have the power to
swamp if.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : What about South
Ausiralin ?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Yes, ihere are
various other places where the difficulty
has arisen.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : Tell us about South
Australia.

Ion. J, W, KWIRWAN: The difliculty
has heen faced and solved in the old coun-
try, and the econstilutional difficulties
which faced the British Government were
muel wreater (han those whieh eonfront
the Governmeni of Western  Ausiralia.
The hon. Mr. Colehaich stated that the
diffieully in the old couniry had not heen
solved, and his reference to the l.heral
party in the British Isles shows how much
out of toueh are the so-called Liherals of
this State with the Liberals of the old
country—Liberals worthy of the name,
It shows how they are endeavouring to
mislead the people of Western Australia
by representing themselves as Liberals, as
men who are in aceord with those men who
are doing snch a tremendons amount of
rood work for the people of the Brihish
lsles, men like My, Asquith, Mr. Lloyd
tieorge, and other members of the Minis-
try.  The Commansealth alse experienced

the diffieulty, but it has been solved.
In the case of the Commonwealth
the Governor (ieneral regarded the
differences existing between the two.
Houses as being so grave thai be-
cause one Bill was not passed by
tlhe Senate, Le granted a dissoluiion of
both Houses. The lLondon Zimes veferred
lo thai Bill as a peity measure. However, .
the Governur General considered Lhe posi-
tion sufficiently grave to justify a double
dissolution. In the case of Western Aus-
tralin, there are more than 30 Bills of re-
latively greater tmporiance ihau (he swmall
measure on which the Governor General
acted, which have beun rejected by the
Couneil and vel, unfortunately, the Con-
stilution does not provide for any system

of meeting the diffieulties which have
arisen.  The Iederal Government, too,
were  earrying on on  the easting

vole of (he Speaker, so that the
Bill which was senl from the House of
Representatives to the Senate merely had
a majorily wiven to it by the vote
of the Speaker. But what was the posi-
tion in regard to the 30 Bills which were
sent from the Legislative Assembly to this
Chamber., The position of parviies in an-
vther place shows that there are 33 sup-
porlers of the Governmenl and 17 sup-
porters of the Opposition. This Chamber
sided with the members of ithe Opposition,
and rejecied Bills which had been passed
in another place by sueh an overwhelming
majority,  Mthough  the constitubional
diflieuliies in the wav of selving this ques-
tion are from the point of view of the
Governmtent very eonsiderable, | think
that Lhe Government or the people should
not despair of solving them in the near
future. I1f the people are deter-
nmined that the existing condition of things
shall no longer exislt, means nnst and
shall he found to alter the position, The
Velo Bill whieh {he Government intend to
bring forward will probably he rejected
by this House. 1f so, T sincerely trust that
the Goavernment will see fheir way to sub-
mit 10 a referendum the question whetlier
the people or the Legislative Conneil shall
rule Western Australin. The Veto Bill
onght 1 he put to the people for an
opinion as to whether or not they aceept it.
Tt oueht to be put to them by a Ministerial
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act. Al the next elections the eleetors
ought io be asked one guestion and one
only, and that is whether or not the peo-
ple or the Legislative Couneil shall rule
Wesfern Australia, TUnder existing eon-
difions 1he Legislative Couneil are un-
questionably the rulers of this State.
There is no doubl whailsoever upon that
point. Their actions have shown that un-
der existing couditions the Labour party
might secure voflice, but they can never
seciire power,  The position is that there
is one of the great pariies of the Staie,
and uno  mailter with how large =
majority s representatives  may  he
returned to the popular Chamber, that
party ean unever secure power while
this House remains constituted as it s
at present. 1 do not want lo dwell
upon  that position. 1 am one who
believes that the people are worthy of
trust and ounght to be trusted, It is use-
less for them to return a Government to
power if the representatives of one-third
of the people ean block their wishes, Oc-
casionally it is said that this House is
a non-party House. A najority of
hon. members like to he considered non-
party men. They are usually very glad
to aceept the nominations of the Liberal
party or the Country party or the Labour
party as the case might be, but as soon
as members other than Labour represent-
tives come info this TTouse, they, in spite
of the fact that they have heen the nomi-
nees of the Country party or the Liberal
party, always elaim to be non-party men.
I do not think anyone can reasonably dis-
pute my statement that, whatever hon.
members may be, one thing is certain that
the great bmlk of the members of this
House are anli-Labour party men. They
may not eall themselves Liberals; to my
mind most of them are extreme conserva-
tives, so conservative that they would al-
most dissociate themselves from the Lib-
eral party, but they are bitter extreme
and almost fanatical in their opposition
to the Tahour party. Anything coming
from the Labour party is bad, and
while the present position obtains, the
government of Western Ansfralia by the
people is impossible. The people do not
rule. I hope this will he ihe one and the

vital question at the coming elections, I
trust that the referendum will make it the
vital fnestion and that the people will be
azked to say whether they ought to rule,
he asked 1o say whether they will rule.
The Velo Bill eannot be stigmatised as a
radieal or extreme measure. A measure
which i8 good enough for the British Par-
liament—the mother of Parlinments—is
surely good enough for Western Austra-
lia. This i the vital issne before West-
ern Ausiralia at the present fime and it
must lie the issue of (he elections. Rpeak-
ing generally, no Government can he said
to he perfect. No such (lovernmenl has
ever existed, and therve never will he a
perfect  (Government.  The hon. Mr.
Colebateh bas referred to some of the
Fautts or sippozed fanlts of the present
Government.  Other hon. members, no
doubt, will Dbring forward other com-
plaints as to the adminisiration of the
present Government, but so far as | am
concerned although there may be details
on which T do not agree with the Gov-
ernment—and members of the Ministry
themselves are somefimes in douht regard-
ing details—taking all in all, the present
Government have more at heart the true
interests of the people of Western Aus-
tralia than any Government who have
ever heen in power in this State. 1 regret
exceedingly that the Government has
been blocked and thwarted in this desire
to do further good hy the aetions of this
Chamber, and 1 trust that at the eoming
State elections the people will express
themselves in ne uneertain way as to the
attitude of this House in regard fo the
legislation of the Ministry.

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES (North): Afler
having heard and listened attentively to
three goldfields members who have spoken
on the Address-in-reply, I am almost in-

“clined to think that I have taken the

wrong turning, or turned up at the wrong
place. When T decided to pominate for
a seat in this Counecil, on the hustings I
declared that I was seeking to be elected
to a non-party House, a House where
each and every section of the community
would receive equity and justice, and the
whole of the eommunity ba thoroughly
represenfed.  That was certainly the oh-
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jeet 1 had in view when deciding to
nominate for a seat in (his House, and
pending any intention, for the time being
at all events, of seeking a seal in another
place. Ivrespective of what may be said
by the three goldfields menibers who have
spoken, or whal may be said by any other
wember of this Chamber. the poliey I
propose to adopt in this Chamber is that
of honestly and fearlessly endeavouring
{o represent each and every section of Lhe
community. T shall look to all parls of
the Chamber for good, and I shall he pre-
pared to supporl anything 1 consider is
for the gbod of the community—the whole
community. I shall look to all parts of
the Chamber for good, and be prepared
to support what in my opinion is good
for the couniry, irrespeective of whether
it is proposed by what is said to be the
Labour partv. the Country party, or the
Liberal party. I propose, if possible, to
take up the attitude that | know no party,
and T shall support anyihing that ap-
pears to me 1o be in the interests of the
whole communily. The attitwle of, 1
havdly like to say the defeated party. is
somewhat difficult tu understand. By
“defeated parly” 1 refer to the Lahour
party. the party lhat claims to be the
Labhour party in thi= Council at all
events, When we remember {hal one-
third of the (ouneil have been hefore the
eleetors, 1 think we will agree that ihe
result has been that. so far as those quali-
fied to vote for this Couneil at all cvents,
{lie electors =a qualilied, (hese have shown
that they ave absolutely opposed to ihat
party. The members of the Lahowr party
in the Couneil are very few in number. T
regret all the more, therefore, the atfitude
of the Hon. Mr. Cornell, the threatening
attitude of that hon. gentleman, as to
what they, with their limited numbers.
rropose to do. This is the party ithat
laims that the majority should rule.
However muel the hon. AMr. Cornell may
dislike the position, he must remember
ihat he and his party are in the minerity
in this Flouse. T1f he wishes to succeed
in the aims and objects he has in view
he must endeavour to work on fair lines
and in harmony with the other members
and eonvinee me znd otbers from logical

and sound argument that his conleniion
15 correel, and must not adgpt the threal-
ening attitude that he did in seconding:
the Address-in-reply. %o far as | am
voucerned, if any section of the com-
munity atlempted to dominate this Cham-
ber, ur iniroduee legislation with that
object in view, they would receive little
constderation from me. We know at the
present time that there is one seetion of
the community that 15 endeavouring to
dominale the industries of this country,
in fact (o dominate evervthing in which
they are employed, or with whieh they
come into conlact. [f the efforts cf ont-
siders are aitempied to be relected in
this Chamber, and if one section of the
community is to endeavour to Jominate,
and endeavours to introduce legislalion
to give them the position whieh they con-
sider they are entitled to, they will not
receive mneh consideration at my hands.
The Fsperance railway has played a very
imporiant part in the debate. So far, the
three poldfields members have reforred to
it, and the bon. Mr. Colebateh has also
referred to that railway. The latter
zentleman has given statisties this after-
noon to prove conclusively that for the
time being at all evenis the Esperance
railway could not be considered an agri-
enltural  railway.  There is one other
aspect of 1he guestion with whivh [ would
iike fu deal, and {haf i= the proposal to
construet  a vailwaxy  from  [sperance
Nurtliwards. This means that we would
be setiing up senarale systems of vailways
altereiher in the soulthern portion  of
this State,

Member: We have alveady a separate
system there.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: And that systemr
is proposed to be enlarged. DPersonally,
T think it is a mistake to set np fhese
separate systerus. altogether apart from
the main service.  You cut off your
rolling stoeck and you cut off your staff.
It is only periodieally that the trains can
he run on these off-shoots, or rather these
geparale services. The rolling stoek for
nine-tenths of the time is not heing used
and fthe stafl for nine-tenths of the time
i« unemploved, We had one inslance of
this in the Part Hedland-Marble Bar rail-
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way, There vou have a railway, one that
15 most expensive to run and which the
time table provides shall run only onece a
forinight, though T think there is aclually
a weekly service. Now, the rolling sltock
on that railway might be lying ille for
about 26 days in the month. Tow the
nien are employved upon the other days
of the month, or how many men are so
cmploved T am al o loss to state. If this
Iisperance railway were an  extension
fruin the main service, and towards Fsper-
anee, with the ultinate ohject of reaching
Tsperance, there would, perhaps be some-
thing to recommend it,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Would (he Lon
member vote for it in that case?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I would eer-
tainly iake the trouble fto inspect the
eountry and give an honest decision be-
fore easting a vote one way or the other.
What I am protesting against now is the
setling up of separate services in different
parts of the State. 1 claim that the Poxt
Hedland-Marble Bar railway should be
connected with Meekatharra, as being the
only way out of the difficulty. Certainly
the distance is 400 miles, but it means the
conneeling up of the North with the
South, and it will be a very improved
method of connecting the pastoral indus-
iries of the North with the southern por-
tion of the State, and in bringing abhout
what the Government elatm to have so
near (heir hearts. that is the cheapening
ot the meat supply of the metropolitan
area. Instead of ecoustructing the Won-
gan HMills-Mullewa line, and duplicating
the line which now exisis—because the
Murchison goldfields and all that portion
of the State is ronnected up with the met-
ropolitan railway by the Midland rail-
way, which runs a good service, and which
company construeted the line at a time
when the then Government could not eon-
stroet it, which also was bound by the
CGiovernment sehedules, and could not
charge more itban those sehedules indi-
cated either for passengers or for traffie,
and was in oiher words bound by lle
conditions under which il was compelied
to run the line practically as a Govern-
ment line—if, T repeat, instead of con-
straeting  (he Wongan Hills railway,

whielh was built as an agrieultural rail-
way. but whielh 1 regrel to say ecannot
sneceed as sueh, the Government had be-
zun, say, at Meekatharra and pushed the
line up towards Maeble Bar, or brought
the Marble Bar line down to conneet up
with Meekatharra, an important slep
would have been taken to conneet that
isolated serviee of the North with the
service of the South. I elaim that a mis-
take has been made in establishing one
1solated section of the railway service in
the North, 1 elaim that the only solution
of that diffienlty would be to conneet it
up with the main service, the Murchison
and Meekailiarra terminus. T should
cerlainly think that, having been econ-
vineed of the mistake which has beewr
mivde in that insiance, I would ponder-
well and seriously hefore 1 supported the
proposal to sel np another separate ser-
vice,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: What are vou
soing to do with the setilers who were
put on the land by the late Government?

What would the hon. member do with
these?
Hon. 1. J. BOLMES: The late Gov-

ernment put a good many people on ihe
land, nei only in the Esperance distriet
but in many other parts of ihe State, and
put them into places where they had no
hope of ever suecceding, and where they
oughtl not to have been allowed to go,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They accepled
the money from them,

Hon. J. .J. FIOLMES: T am not re-
zponsible for the late Governmeni. T am
only trving to aveid the mistakes of the
past. If the Government had put
settlers where they ought not to have been
put, do unot let us eontinue to make a
similar mistake. I{ the past Government
had set up an isolated railway service,
do uel let us follow in their footsteps and
sel up another sueh service.

Han, J. W. Kirwan: Are we to allow
the settlers to starve. or are we to keep .
Eaith with them?

Hoeu. 1. .J. HOLAMES: T notiee, in per-
using the Speecli of His Fxeellency that
very little reference was made, or no ref-
erence at all, to the important ifem of -
cheap meat supplies for lhe populated
centres of the State,
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Hon. J. F. Cullen: 'That is a sore sub-
ject.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: A vear or lwo
ago 1his plaved a very important pari,

The Colvntal Seecretary: | (hink you
will find some reference io the maiter.

Hoen. 3, 1 TTOLMES: [ am locking
for it, It i hard to find. Two or three
years ago this question of a chenp meat
supply played a very imporiant parl in
polities,  The hest 1 ean find in the
Speech iw (hat “plans arve now matured
by whieh  the stuck-ratzing induslvy
in vur northern distriets will reeeive en-
conragement, without endangering the in-
terests of Che consumers of the State™ 1
have read that aboul a dozen times. and
1 am =till at a loss to understand what
they nre driving at. Thai is what ewan-
ated from the Labonr Government in this
State. [ should like 1o draw attention
to whal the Liberal Government in the
Federal Parliament have been doing in
connection with this selfsame matler, We
read in yesterday morning’s paper—

This morning the Minister for Ex-
ternal Affairs (Mr. Glynn) received a
telegram stating that an agreement for
the erection of freezing works in the
Northern Territory had been signed hy
the attornevs for Vestey Bros.

That is for Port Darwin, the next port
io our port, Wyndham; and if we are not
eareful we will lose Wyndham as a port.
‘That is my point,

The Minister siated that negotiations
in conneetion with the freezing works
had Dbeen going on at intervals for the
past six or seven months. Applieations
fromn other firms had heen received, but
that of Vestey Brothers, who are ihe
largest shareholders in the Union Cool
Storage Company of the United King-
dom, had, afler a great deal of consid-
eration, resulted in an agreement being
arrived at. Tle (the Minister) had, in
the conrse of negotiations, several in-
terviews with representatives of Vestey
Rrothers, and their solicitors, hut
eveninally Sir William Vestey came to
the Commonwealth and personally con-
dneled matters under the agreement.
The Minister added that Vestey Bro-
hors” or any company to be formed to
vvect the freezing works, must spend a

minimaum o £100,000, but the rough
estimales of expenditure showed that
the cosl of the works would run into at
leasl £200,000. Tt was provided that
i any company formed the major poc-
tion of 1he eapital wnst be held by
British shareholders. There were pro-
visions for the use of the works on
rensonahle lerms by caltle owners other
than these connected with the coinpany,
wliceh was also honnd to afferd faeili-
ties for the shipping of other owners’
cattle.  The works would be evected
in the vicinity of Port Darwin, prob-
ably within three or four miles of the
harbour.

Later, there iz another siatement by the
Minister 1o the effect that thers is to be
na monopoly.

“There is to be no wmonopoly,” said
the Minizter for Fixternal Affaivs (Mr.
Glynu) to-day, referring to the agree-
ment made with Vestey Brothers for
the erection of freezing works near
Port Darwin in (he Northern Territory.
The AMinister explained that the agree-
meni provided that at least one-third
of the freezing space should be avail-
able for ecattle owners other than those
connecied with the ecompany, and this
would be ample for the requirements.
The raies tn he charged had to be av-
ranged, and if no agreement could be
arvived at the walter was to go to ar-
bitralion "before a Judge of the High
Couxf or the Federnl Arbitration Court.

Now, that i what the Liberal Govern-
ment in the Federal Parliament have ar-
ranzed in conneetion with the beef sap-
plies of the Novthern Territory of South
Ausiralia,  Our Labour Government, who
have been baitling for (he post three
vears wilh the subject, have arrived :t
this point, that “plans are now being -
tured by which the stock rasing induslyy
i our northern districls will receive on-
eouragement without endangering the in-
terests of consumers within the State.”
As one who has Liad o very large expor-
ienee in connection with this parvticular
«lass of trade, 1 want to say that we can
never expect to have cheap meat supplies
in the southern portion of this State unt!il
we establish freezing works on the north-
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west coast of Western Australia; and as
ihe Kimberleys can be classed, I think,
amongst the best cattle country in the
world, and. as Wyndham is the most
i=olaled port of all, and especially in view
of the developmenis that have taken place
in the Northern Territory of South Aus-
tralin, I certainly think it is the duy
ot the Government to declare here and
now that they propose 1o establish chil-
Ting works at Wyndham, and subsequently
af the other ports along the ecoast where
quantities of stoek are available for
slaughier and shipment south. Until the
Government do this there is no possible
hope whatever, to my mind, of cheapen-
ing weat supplies in the South. While
thiz port of Wyndhaw way be considererd
te I n porl of minor importance, 1 will
gay that in a small community sueh as
we are in Western Australia  we
cannol  afford to  lose any  indusiry,
and  cannol  afford o luse any ol
our puris; and nnless something is dong
by the Western JAustralian Govermment
to secure freezing works at Wyndham, ile
whole ot the East Wimberley eattle, which
righily helong to Western Australia, and
the {rade connected with whieh rightlv
helongs o Western Austrabia, will deitt
inte the Nurthern Terrvitory of Sonth
Auztralian: the cattle will be dealt wilh
at Port Darwin, and the port of Wynd-
kv will hecunme a dead letter on the map
of the northiern portion of Western Aus-
tralin, At all events. common justice
and common humanity, T think, demand
that the present obsolete and eruel methaod
of shipping cattle from the North to the
South should he abolished at the earliest
possible moment. Not only is the method
obsolete and eruel, but the continual
waste thal goes on from the time those
cattle are shipped at Wyndbam until they
reach the centres of distribution in the
South is positively alarming. 1 do not
know whether hon. members have ever
taken the trouble to go into figures in
connection with this matter, but just for
the purpose of illustration let me quote
cne partieular ship in the trade at the
present time. No less than nine steamers
are engaged on the north-western coast,
principally in earrying eattle to the south-
ern portion. Take the “Twinana,” at the

present time carrving 800 bullocks from
Wyndham to Fremantle every three weeks,
Records have heen kept for vears past of
the loss on each bullock from the time the
eaitle leave the station at Wyndham untit
they reach the abattoirs at Fremantle, and
we find it amououts (o at least 100lbs. per
hullock. Now, it you take 800 bullocks in
one shipment the loss of beef—not of bone
and sinew,but of flesh; it is the flesh that
disappears—there is 30,000lbs. of beef
lost between Wyndham and  Fremantle.
The cash value of the beef lost is at least
sixpenve per pound. As a maiter of fact,
the price ot the meat to-day is sevenpenve
or eightpence per pound with the bone.
So vou have on one shipment a loss of
S0L0001bs., whieh at the lowest value ihat
your can pui it would be sixpence per
pound, There you have a luss of £2,000
in the value of the shipment between the
port of shipment and the port of dis-
charge. In addition, there is the cost of
fodder and of atiendance, whieh is calcu-
lated at 13s. per head. There you have
another £600. Tn addition {o the waste
of beet there is £600 for fodder and at-
lendance, making a loss of £2,600 on each
shipunent, There are nine boats engaged in
the trade at the preseni time, and on each
boat this continued waste goes on, And
whoe is paying for it? Why, the publie;
uo one ¢lse.  The public must pay. Apart
frowm anything else, apart from any other
consideration, apart from auy monopoly
that may be said to exisl or to have ex-
isted, it has to be borne in mind that
every time the “Kwinana” comes into
Fremautle she arrives with 80,000tbs, of
meat short of the quantity shipped.
That is helping to shorten sup-
plies ; and shortness of supplies has
a lendeney, naturally. to put up the price.
1n addition 10 this, there is the moriality
that oceurs during the voyage down, and
there is the waste that goes on after the-
cattle are landed, and the feed that they
musl have after landing and pending kill-
ing. whieh is all adding to the cost and
all helping to provide a dear snpply in-
siead of a cheap supply. The ouly
solution of the diffienlty is to chill the-
meat at Wyndham, Wyndham being the -

farthest away amd Hie most  isolaled
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port on the coast. Let us do as is
done in other parts of the world,
deliver the full weight under cheap and
normal conditions and thus ensure to the
publie a good, wholesome, and cheap sup-
ply of fresh meat. T notice, in perusing
the Speeeh, that there is no reference
made to the State steamships.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Another sore sub-
Ject.

Houn. J. J. HOLMES: 1 have bad some
experience and 1 think it is pretty gen-
erally known that 1 have been a staunch
supporter of the policy of Siate sleam-
ships on the North-\Vest const, 1 admit
that in the early stages the administra-
tion was positively alarming. 1 admit also
that the adwinislration to-day is much
improved. But whilst 1 endorsed ile
policy from the outset, [ certainly ecriti-
¢ised the administration very severelv. T
had the one object in view. I was per-
fectly satisfied that if the administration
was allowed to continue as it was then,
mueh as [ desired to endorse the poliey
when the Government first started ont on
i, the whole thing must result in hopeless
failure. 1 eriticised the administraiion
whilst endorsing the poliey, and T think
the Government will admit that my best
efforts have Dbeen dirvected towards en-
deavouring (o keep that State Steamship
Service afloat. My ulmost efforts have
been directed towards that objeet. My
action was misunderstood at the Brst, ¥
think; but by persisieney and consist-
eney, T believe, I have proved, even to
the memhers of the Labour Government,
thnt the welfare of that State Steamship
Serviee has a dear place in my heart at
all events, and that my advice and assist-
ance were tendered with the objeet of
keeping the service afloal. I will admit
that it has heen a very difficull matter lo
keep the service afloat, or keep it any-
thing like within the bounds of reason;
first, [ may say, beeause of the manage-
ment not having been what it might
have heen, and secondly bhecause of the
unsuitableness of one of these particular
steamers for the trade. No doubt, so far
as (he “Kwinana” is concerned, she is an
excellent eattle boat if handled properly.
Forinaately, the Governmenl are learn-

ing their husiness, bul it is only now timt
they have discovered that the real eausv
of ihe heavy mortality which attendad
Le first two shipments this season, wns
that  the sleamer was overloaderl.
After earrvyving the first two slipments
and losing about one-third of each con-
signment, the Goverement suddenly dis-
covered that the carrving capacity of the
sleamer was 740 bullocks, and not 830,
The alarming losses sustained in connec-
tion with the “Kwinana™ have secared the
small people from patronising her. More-
over, lhere was (be erratic manner in
which these steamers were run during the
early stagez. They ran to ne time.table,
but just bow, when. and where they
chose: and this alarmed the smaller ship-
pers on the northi-west coast, The erralic
manner in whieh the steamers were run
at the outsel, and the heavy losses in
recent months, frightened the smaller
people, to caler for whom the steamers
were purchased. T supported the poliey
of State steamers beeause I have imown
for the past twenty odd years the diffi-
culty the smaller people on the north-west
roast have had in getting their stock to
market. I do not blame the two shipping
companies concerned. I wonld probahly
do the same as they did if I were in their
position. They did not atfempt to cater
for the smaller people an the north-west
coast. One cannct blame them for it.
They had the larger people prepared to
take the whole of the space for the whole
of the season; and as business men the
shipping ecompanies aecepted the offers
of the bigeer people for the whole of
the DLoats for the whole of the season,
and did not caier for the smaller shippers.
The smaller people certainly have heen
at a disadvantage for a number of vears;
and knowing the disadvantages under
whieh they have labowred I, from the
outset, supported the poliey of assisting
them. TUnfortunately, however, the ad-
ministration of the State Steamshin Ser-
vice has defeated the objects which that
gervice had in view, pamely, that they
practically scared the small shippers. I
ihink T am correet in saying that at the
present time the “Western Australia” iz
carrying for one hig owner only, and the
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“Kwinana™ is carrying for two owners
or three, including the Government, That
is the position existing at the present
time, but I claim even now that the policy
is the right one if the service is properly
administered, and [ can only hope (hat
if the Government intend to continue to
carry it on along the North-West coast,
they will get a more suitable steamer than
the “Western Australia” and thai so far
as the “Kwinaua” is concerned they will
see that that vessel is run on modern lines
with a stalf who understand the proper
handling of eatile. 1 support the poliey
of steamers on the North-West coust be-
cause there are Crown tenants in that
portion of the State who, for the past 25
or 30 years, have heen baitling as pro.
ducers nnder adverse climatic conditions,
and who have heen separated entirely
from the consmmers in the south. We
eannot give them railways to enable them
{o bring their produce to market; we
eannot give them the facilities which we
extend to the producers in the south, and
the least we can do, so far as the smaller
people are concerned, is to provide then
with steamship facilities whieh will enable
them to put their produce on the market
under fair and reasonable conditions. A
man will seleet land in the sonthern areas,
and before he starts to grow wheat he
wants a railway to ensure the wheat which
he grows heing taken to the markei, but
the people in the North-West, who have
heen working under diffienlties for many
vears past, difficulties which few in the

lower latitudes know anything about,
cannot secure these facilities, and the

State should go to their assistance by
providing steamers to enable them fo sen
their stock to market, at any rate until
freezing works are established. Tle ad-
mimistration of the steamship service,
lrowever, should he such that the small
men who have not too much to lose,
should not he afraid of availing them-
selves of the service as is the case at the
present time. While endorsing the policy
of State steamers as a shareholder in the
concern, apart from being a member of
the Legislature, T would suggest that hon.
members should be taken into the eonfid-
ence of the Government and be told ex-

actly whal is happening. [ hope that the
Colynial Secretary, who is in charge of
the department, will at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity place such figures and
faets before hon. members which will
show exactly how we stand.

The Colonial Secretary: I will Jo so.
to-morrow.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We should have-
information, nol only in conneetion with
the stemmnship serviee, but another very
important trading concern, which was in-
sueurated in conneetion with the sieam-
ship service, namely, the Government
meal shops. In conneetion with the estali-
lishment of the Government meat shops i
the metropolitan area, T may say tlat 1
have been entivelv opposed to tha: pro-
jeel from the onset. T elaim it was the
duty of the Government to conneect the
producer in the North with the consumer-
in the South, and lhaving done thar the
responsibility of the Government rzased.
The prodncer should dispose of his stoek
when and where he thonght fit, hoi the
Government in ftheir wisdom went a step
further and established retail butchers”
shops in the meiropolitan area. The Gov-
earmment will have to admit, soouer or
later, that they are selling meat at n
distinet loss to the State. Some 1,000 or
1,500 people in the melropolitan aren are
getting cheap meat at the expense of all
the people in the State, This in itself is
an injustice, and it is a condition of
affairs which should not exist. The estab-
lishment of the butchers’ shops Las had
only one effect. The Governmeni have
come info direet eonflict with the swmall
butechers who are endeavouring to get an -
honest lving in the community. Thay
are the only people who at the present
time are feeling the pineh. Those who
have heen connected with the trade know
that the vetail butchering business of
Western Australia is now in the hands of
small men who go to the auction sales
every week. At those anctions they meet
the Government buyer who is bidding
against them. The result of the Gov-
ernment retail irading is that the small
butcher at the end of the week has not
heen able to conduet his business at a
profit, and if he aftends the sale in the
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next week his bid is noi taken because
he has not been able to pay for his pre-
vious week's supply. The Government
are in the happy position that if (heir
shops arve not paying they can draw on
the Treasury, and, of conrse, add to the
defieit and that, T think, is what is hap-
pening.

Hon, J. ¥. Collen: Tt is not honest,

Hen, J. J. HOLMES: The House is
entitled to all the figures in econncrlion
with every branch of the industry. The
fizures in eonnection with the mear shops
themseves are of no use. We must have
the details in regard to all the fraling
concerns.  The butehering business, T
understand, iz eondueted in connection
with the Yandanooka estate which was
nurehased by the Government for closer
seltlement at a cosi, T think, of £144,000.

“The interest on that amount should cer-
tainly be c¢harged agzainst the butchering
business of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment.  There is ancther matter of
great importanece. We know that a num-
her of the eattle which are brought down
deteriorale Lo a considerable extent, and
that many are not fit for slanghter. I1f
we fake a shipment of, say, 600 bnliceks,
and the average value of them af Fre-
manile is £9 per head, we may <ay thai
half of them for bhutchering purposes
are worth £12 per head, and the other half
for store purposes are worth £6 per Lead.
It would be a fair thing to charge ‘he
buichers’ shops €12, and Yandanooka

Estate for ihe storex €6, thns mak-
ing the average €9, If von are
_going  to  eiiaxrze the hutchers’ shops

£4 per head for the hest, and the cattle
sent {o Yandanooka, which may he ihe
worst, £9 also, vou are eovering up a loss
of £3. a loss which will never be defected
until the Auditor General goes out and
counts the slock at Yandanooka. anil
satisfies himself throngh an expert as to
the value, That is a condition of alfatrs
that ean exist, but should not be allowed
in exist, and a heavy loss can be incurred
withont the pablic knowing anyihing at
all abeut it anfil perhaps some years
afterwards, Tnless we begin at the he-
ginning and Follow husiness methods as

an ordinary huasiness firm would o, we
will inevitally find ourselves in the posi-
tion 1 have deserihed. 1 appeal to Lhe
Colonial Secrefary when he is placing the
figures betore the Mouse to disclose nvery-
thing in conneclion with the transactions
regarding the meat industry of Weslern
Australin, With regard to the purchee
of cattle from The Bowvril Estales, 1
nnderstand that some 2,600 bulloeks were
secured by the Goverumnent from thab
company. but so tar as [ kouow only une
shipment of 700 has been hrought down.
T do not know whai has happened to the
other 1,300. hut T do know ihat some of
the 700 were sold down here at ridieulons
prices, and I am prefty well cerlain
that if the figures which we ave
entitled to are presented to the House,
they will he found af variance with
iltose which were given by the Minister
for Lands, and which were published
in the Press a few mornings ago. Tn
regard Lo the providing of facilities
for existing pastoralists in the North
I think it i= the clear duly of the Gov-
ernment 1o make every effort to extend
the indusiry ns muech as possible. We are
threatened in Weslern Australia. as weil
as in olher parts of Auvsfralia with a
shortage in the meal supply, The only
way in which we ean encourage people
fo go into the northern parts of the Siate
is to show that it is possible to make the
pasteral industry profitable.  There ave
thousands of acres in the Kimberleys emi-
nently suilahle for cattle raising, hul
there are diffieuliies in {he way which de-
mand consideration.  One of these is
thal all the existing leases expire in 1928,
so that they bave ounly 14 vears fo run.
Anyone withont any knowledge of the

hisiness  would  think  that 14 vears
was a  long enough lease. buot it
shonld be borne in wmind that the
people who cmbark on these ventures

have (o go into the baek blocks with their
lives in their hands, and that it takes
at least 10 vears before they ecan estab-
lish a station which is of any use to
them. Therefore, there remain but four
years in which to look for profit. The
expiration of the leases in 1928 iz a mat-
ter which T am positively certain is pre-
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venting a number of people from taking
up areas in the Kimberley distriet, The
land is there, but lhe financial inslitutions
which know the business pretty well de-
clare on an application heing made for
an advance that 14 vears is barely more
than sufficient for a person to establish
himself, and they are dublous abount grant-
ing an advance. If the Government will
extend the leases they will immediately
find that hnge aveas will be taken up, and
if they provide faeilities for putting the
stock on the market, the pastoral industry
catt be made profitable, and if freezing
works are eslablished there will without
doubr be n cheap supply of meat for the
melropolitan arer T know of no other
way in which that ean he accomplished.
Reterence has heen made to the jetties
and water supplies of the North. T am
pleased to know that these serviees are rve-
ceiving (he attention of the Government,
boat T am doubtinl whether the Govern-
ment have accomplished all thal they
claim fo Tave dene in this respect. 1 was
in Roebourne in the middle of iast sam-
ner, when T learnt on the hest of anthor-
ity that they had had ne water in the
township for the preeeding four days. T
know we were unable to have a bath
there.. 'This searcely fits in with the re-
ference in His Excellency’s Sperch (o the
extension and improvement of water sup-
plies.  Certainly some of (he jetties up
there are in fair order, but, om the other
hand, others are absolutely neglected.
For instance, at Onslow there is no jetty
aceommodation which a ship ean get near.
All the traffie at that place is done by
lighters. 1 understand a previous Gov-
ernment did put up a jetty there, but it
was in {he wrong place and, consequently,
disappeared in the first storm. Another
difficulty is that two important sections of
the people there cannot agree as to the
right place for a jetty. T think it is the
daty of ihic Governiment to send up an
expert officer to decide the best site, and,
having veceived his report, to erect the
jelty at the place recommended, I have
menlioncd Onslow jeity for the reason
thai there have heen highly important
mining developments in that locality,
principally in {he lead mines. Hon. mem-

bers would searcely believe the richness
of ihe deposits, (here being at least 75
per ceni. of crude ore.
The outpui of these mines has lo be
carried ont to the ship by lighters, and
this at one of the oldest townships in the
North. T appeal to the Government not
te continue to overlook Onslow. | notiee
that reference is made in the Speech fo
the harbour improvemenis at Fremantle,
This particular reference is, I think, not
altogether in aceordance with facts, Per-
sonally T eonsider it is a public scandal
the way 10 which the extension of the
Tremantle harbour has been neglected.
1 ftind that one of the mmembers for Ire-
mantle in another place is moving for a
Roval Commission in regard to this ques-
tion. T think that is only a parly move,
and not in the interests of Fremantle.
throwing dust in the eves of the Fre-
mantle, namely to remove the bridges
and extend the harbonr up the river,
abandoning the propesal for an outside
harbour. We have expert oflicers eap-
able of deciding this question. bur T am
afraid we will get no pronouncement
unti! after the general elections, although
the Government know well enough that
the right thing to do is to extend the har-
bour up the river and get to work straight
away, making provision for the export
trade that mnst follow, The proposal to
appoint a Royal Commission 1s only
throwing dust in the eyes of the Fre-
mantle electors. As T have said, the only
reasonahle thing to do is to remove both
the bridges, resume the whole of North
Fremantle—they have been resuming it
a piece at a time for years past—and
send the railway up the south side
of the river by what is known as
the ‘“seecret purchase” route to Pres-
ton point, throw a bndge across the
river at that point and eonnect with
the railway service at Cottesloe Beach.
Under this scheme no harm would be
done to anyone, The whole of the land
at North Fremantie wonld be required for
export purposes. Anyone viewing the
matter from a commeon-sense standpoint
will see that the harbour must go up the
river. When I say the Government should
resume the whole of Norih Fremanfle, T
mean the residential porfion. Instead of

lead 1in the
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elevating the wheat at the western end, it
coull be gravitaled over the eliffs at
Rocky Bay, thus making the handling as
cheap as any in any other State of the
Commouwealth, The Speech contains a
vefernce to constitutional reform. 1f
constilniional reform means the extension
of the franchise of (his House, then it
will not receive mueh, if any, considera-
tion at my hands. In fael my electors
have declared against any cxtension of
The franchise for this House. They claim
that in the past the Council has been too
liheral in extending the franchise. As
an instance of their objection to any far-
ther exiension of the franchise. I may say
that at Broome, where nearly all are
pearlers, and a greal many live in their
boals., Mr. Connolly, ome of my oppon-
ents al the recent elections, promised that
if returned he would give every holder of
a pearling license a vote for ihe Legisla-
tive Couneil, | declared against that, and
miel fo my surprise [ received an over-
whelming majority of votes in Broome,
! think merely because 1 declared there.
as well as in other places, that in my
opinion there shonld be no further ex-
tension of the franchise of ihe Legisla-
tive Couneil. T elaim that everyvone who
has any responsibilities or any stake in
the eountry is alrendy entitled to voie for
the T.egislative Gouneil: and it is the man
with the siake in the conntry who has to
foot the bill sooner or later. Thus. whilst
we may agree with the prineiple of the
popular franchise for another place, we
have to remember ihat it is the people
with a sitake in the eountry who are en-
titled to a final vote in the legislation of
the country. It is all very well for the
representatives of adult suffrage in an-
other Chamber {o pass all kinds of legis-
lation and send it up here for review. but
we must reeolleci ihat nuwmbers of their
electors are here to-day and gone to-
morrow, and therefore are not entitled to
a final sav in the legislalion. As lo the
initiative aud referendnm, T do not quite
kuouw whai the Government are aiming at
there, T undersiand it means that this
Couneil is 1o delegate its funetions to an
ontside bhody: in oiher words. that the
man in the siveet who shouts loudest and
miakes fhe mos! neise will have the great-

esl say in the legislation. 1E it is lo aid a
dominating section oulside which desires
to Toree legislation on this Chamber and
upou the couniry, legislation which is in
the intevests of one section only, then I
am against the nitintive and referendmm.
[ was interested in the remarks of My,
Nirwan when dealing with the finances of
the Sinte. He appeared fo consider that
a deficit of half a million was a mere
hagatelle whieh did nof concern him in
the lcast. and should not concern any of
uws, [ am pleased o nole that the Pre-
mier, though admitted to be extravagant
in many things. and to look nt things
From a free and easy standpoint, fakes an
alogether different view of the hnaneial
position from that whiech Mp. Kirwan
halds, 1 am pleased lo say that, judging
from the siatistical rveturns. the Premier
has made an honest effort to carry out
whal he foreeastest in November last, In
Novewbher, when he found thai the defieit
war soimewhere in (he vieinity of half o
million, this i what he said—

i am defermined at all coslz From
this tine forward thal the expenditure
=hall at least balance ihe revenue,

e took 2 serions view of ihe position six
meisths aga, and Mr. Kirwan, six maonths
later, Irents the subjecl in a very light
manner. a mwanner whieh 1 think should
not be adaopted for ihe freatimenl of =e
serions a state of affairs.

Hon. 3. W, Kirwan: [ said T hoped the
defieit would be <deerensed.

Hon, J. 3. HOLMES: We have to re-
mewmber that it is the same with the State
as with the inmdividoal, A man who is
earnine £400 amwd spending £300 must
realise thai sovner or laier he will be eon-
fronted with difliculties, and any State
I'veasurer who finds a eontinual drift in
the Knances from had to worse must know
that before loug le will be up against a
very awkward proposition,  The individ-
ual who carnz £400 and spends £509 will
be faced with bankruptey. and we o
not desire that such a rondition of affairs
shonld be vealised in regard to the
finanees of the Siate. 1 hope [ have not
wearied hon, members in the course of
my remarks. TUntil | addressed my con-
stituents recently, 1 had nol made a pub-
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lic speech for about eight years. I thank
hoi. members for the kind hearing they
have given me and would like io say, in
eonclusion, that hon. members will tind,
althougzh 1T might not express myself too
clearly. I will try to live up to the stan-
dard of political morality which is the
declared duty of every momber of this
‘Chamber. I will honestly endeavounr to
represent all sections of the community.
I shall look for and expect good from
all quarters of the Chamber, and if I
have any suggestion which T (lhink wiil
be in the interests of the country, I will
claim the indunlgence of hon. members’
altention: I will clain their support and
T feel sure. I will receive it if I bring
forward anything which, in my opinion
and theirs, will be for the welfare of the
community, but T desire it to be distinetly
understood that T am not here, and T
think no member shouid be here to repre-
sent any one parficular body.

On motion by Hon. H, Carson debate
adjourned. .

House adjourned at 9.19 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tharsday, 2nd July, 1914
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The PRESTDENT f{ook the Chair at
4.30 pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION — POLICE MAGIS-
TRATE’S RETIREMENT. MR, ROE.

Hon, H, P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Tn connection wilth
the retivement of Mr. A. 8. Roe from the
office of Police Magistrate, was such re-
tirement made at the desire of Mr. Ros?
2, It nof. was such retirement recom-

mended by the Public Serviee Cominis-
sioner in accordance with Seetion 66 of
the Public Service Act? 3, 1f so, what was
the dale of sueii recommendation, and on
what grounds was it based? 4, What
amouont of pension will Mr. Roe receive?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY rve-
plied: 1, No. 2, Yes. 3, 20th May, 1914
On the grounds of having attained the age
of GO years. 4, Mr. Roe not having as
yvet made a claiin on the preseribed forin
or the matter having heen reported on
as preseribed by Regulation 153, the ques-
tion of pension has not vei been sub-
nmitted {o the Governor-in-Couneil for
decision under Segtion 1 of the Super-
annuation Aef, 1871.

QUESTION: LOCAL COURT MAGIS-
TRATE'S RETIREMENT, MR.
COWAN, .

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, In connection witl
the retivemnent of Mr, James Cowan from
the oftice of Local Court Magistrate of
Perth, did the Public Service Commis-
sioner refuse to certify that in the inter-
ests of the Public Serviee it was desirable
that Mr. Cowan should econtinue in the
performance of his duties? 2, If so, on
what zrownds? 3, What amomnt of pen-
sion will Mr. Cowan receive?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No, Mr. Cowan is at present
continued in his office by divection of the
Governor-in-Couneil  as  reguired under
Section 68 of the Public Service Aet. 2,
See answer 1o question No. 1. 3. Mr,
Cowan nol having as vet made a claim
on the preseribed form, or the matter hav-
ingg heen reported on as preseribed by
Regulation 153, the question of pension
has not vet heen submitted to the Gover-
nor in Couneil for decision under Seetion
1 of “The Superannnation Aet, 18717

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT SCHOL-
ARSHIPS,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the

Colonial Secrelary: 1, Has his attention

heen drawn to the recenily issued regula-



